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ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 6 p.m. until
the next Tuesday.

Begislative BJssembly,
Thursday, 20th October, 1898.

Libellous Report, and Offender Expelled from
Gallery : Threat to Prosecute Sergeant-at-
Arms ; Correspondence and Debate ;
Further Letter, an Apology—Mineral
I:ands Regulations: Select Committee’s
Report presented — Motion (urgency):
Personal  Explanation — Mstropolitan
Waterworks Act Amendment Bill, first
reading and remaining stages—Cemeteries
Act Amendment Bill, first reading—Muni-
cipal Institutions Act Amendment Bill,
(streets), first reading—Bush Fires Act
Amendment Bill, first reading—Annual
Estimates, in Committee of Supply :
Mines Department, passed; Attorney
General's Department, passed; Colo-
nial Secretary’s Department, passed ;
Estimates completed and reported—Official
Receiver in Bankruptey : Legislative Coun-
cil’s Resclution considered, in Committee
—QGoldfields Act Amendment Bill: Legis-
lative Council's Amendments considered,
in Committee—Adjournment.

The SPEAEKER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

PrayEers.

LIBELLOUS REPORT, AND OFFENDER
EXPELLED FROM GALLERY.
THREAT TO PROSECUTE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS.
CORRESPONDENCE AND DEBATE.

Trae SPEAKER: Before proceeding
with the business of the day, I wish to in-
form the House that the Serzeant-at-Arms
huas handed to me the following letter,
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which he has received from a firm of soli-
citors in this city : —
Ausatral Chambers, Barrack-street, Perth,
October 20, 1898.
C. B. Kidaon, Esq., Sergeant-at-Arms, House
of Assembly, Perth.

Sir,—We have been instructed by Mr, H. P.
Colebatch to institute legal pmcaeg'mFs against
you for assault in connection with last even-
ing’s proceedings ' Will you kindly refer us to
your solicitor, for service of legal process.—
Yours faithfully, Moorhead and Northmore.
Mny's Parliamentery Practice on this
question says as follows:—

To commence proceedings in a court of law

against eny person for his conduct in obedience
to the orders of Parliament, or in conformity
with ite practice is a breach of privilege. Ac-
cording to present usage, however, if such an
action be commenced against an officer of the
House, the Commons have given leave to the
officer to appear in the action, when the law
officers of the Crown, either by the order of the
House or wpon direction given by a AMinister
of the Crown, undertake the officer’s defence:
or, if it seems expedient, the Speaker can, at
his diseretion, place the defence of the officer in
the hande of the Government.
I think, therefore, under that practice ns
given by May, that the House should
pass a resolution directing the Crown
law officers to defend the Sergennt-at-
Armus of this House. He was simply
carrying out directions received from me,
and which I was enipowered to give by
authority of our Standing Orders, which
empower me at any time to direct any
strangers to withdraw from any portion of
thz House.

Twe PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir .
Forrest) : T beg te move

That the law officers of the Crown be in-
structed by this House to appear and do all
things necessary on behalf of the Sergeant-ut-

Arms, in carrying out the instructions of the
Speaker.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany): I second the
motion.

Mg, VOSPER (North-East Coolgardie} :
Before this matter goes to the vote, though
for my own part I have no intention of
opposing the motion, I wish to take this
desirable opportunity to review the action
which has been taken in respect of Mr.
Colebatch. T think I am right, in regard
to the resolution passed in this House on
thiz matter, in saying that the amend-
ment moved by the member for Albany,
on my suggestion, was to the following
effect :
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And that steps be taken to discover the origi-
nator of those allegations, with a view to hie
prosecution ot exclusion irom the precincts of
this House.

That was a specific instruction given by
this House to the hon. the Speaker; and
while I am sure, sir, that every member will
support you in your rights and privileges,
as far as you are right in excluding any
purson from the galleries of this House,
yet I think that in this particular instance
yoa have not acted so mwuch upon your
general powers as upon the specific resolu-
tiou passed by this House; and I think
that is borne out by the copy of corres-
pondence I have in my possession at the
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present time, and which hon. members

will have seen in the newspapers of this
morning. In a letter which was sent by
you, sir, to this gentleman, you say : —
The evidence adduced in the late action in
the Supreme Court against the proprietors and
publishers of the “Ealgomlie Miner” for pub-
lishing in that paper a false and scandalous libel
of certain members of the Legislative Assembly,
establishes the fact that thiy false informabion
wus transmitbted to the paper aforesaid, and
also to varions papers in the eastern colonies.
by you, and, moreover, that you made no rea-
sonable endeavour to ascertain from competent
and reliable persons whether the statements
contained in your telegram had any foundation
in fact. As Speaker and executive officer of
the Legislative Assembly, it devolves upon me
to carry oit the directions contained in the re-
solution which was passed by that body, a copy
of which is enclosed herewith, and I now.
therefore, have to inform vou that I have in-
structed the officers of the House that they are
to enforce the terms of the resolution as agresd
to by the Assembly. and that vou be excluded
from the House,
These are the terms in which vou, Mr.
Speaker, as [ am informed, wrote to the
person who is alleged to have originated
the false and seandalous libel, so called.
That letter seems to indicate that vou. sir.
were of the opinion that, in taking this
action, you were simply carrving out the
instructions of the Houre, conveved in the
resolution which was passed. T wish to
say that I am not opposing this motion :
anc. while T acknowledge to the fullest
posaible extent the rights and privileges
which you possess as Speaker, in reference
to regulating the malleries and removing
any person from this House, still in this
particular ingtance T think that an inno-
cent man. who has merely taken an inno-
cent part as an intermediary in this regret-
able incident, iz bheing punished impro-

Speaker's duthority.

perly by the action you have taken. This
House expressly authorised that the
originator of this false and seandalous
libel, so-called, was to be ascertained, and
tha: steps should be taken to prosecute
him or to exclude him from the precincts
of this House. T think that was a per-
fectly proper resolution, and one which T
supported and even suggested ; but I did
not suggest nor support the idea that any
person who was merely an innocent inter-
mediary should be made to suffer by this
dizection.

Tre Premier: We all meant the man
who eent the telegram. 1 meant that,
at any rate.

Mr. VOSPER: The evidence given in

© the Supreme Court, in the case of the

Kalgoorlie Miner newepaper proprietors,
went to show that the information was
supplied, not by a person named Cole
batch, but by a person named Busza;
and, if any person should be excluded
fromn the galleries of this House, it is
Mr. Buzza. In addition to that, we
have evidence to show—and the evidence
is sworn testimony, which was uncontra-
dicted—that this information was given,
first. of all, by an officer in the employ of
the Government, who had been speciaily

. deputed to give information to the news-

paper reporters.  Those reporiers acted
in all good faith; and Mr. Colebatch, in
pursuance of his ordinary duties, receivea
this information from Mr. Buzza, and
transmitted it to the Kalgoorlie Miner
newspaper. The so-called libel was pub-

" lished in good faith by the conductore of

that newspaper, as is shown by the fact
that, after their trial in the Supreme
Court, they were acquitted hy the jury of
the charze made against them. Iwould
ask hon. members to consider what that
verdict involved. The question was put
by Mr. Justice James to the jury some-
what in this form:—

If they were of opinion that the defendants

did not exercise due care and caution in the
publication of the libellous article, then they

' wers liable to be criminally punighed for the

libel they had committed.

The jury found that the accused men
were not guilty, and thereby practically
announced that those men had exercised
proper care and eaution in publishing
that report. I think the evidence showed
alao that Mr. Colebatch exercised all the
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care and caution which he could be ex-
pected to use in the circumstances.

TrE PremiEr: The court did not wsay
that, nor did the jury either.

Me. VOSPER: No; the jury did not
say that; but I contend that Mr. Cole-
batch was not on his trial, and therefore
could not offer any defence as to the
action he took, by showing that he did
exercige proper care ‘and caution. That
question was not properly before the
court, and of course that guestion in re-
gard to Mr. Colebatech was not raised
but the evidence showed, clearly and dis-
tinctly, that he merely acted as an in-
nocent intermediary.  Mr. Colebatch
has expressed his willingness, in a letter
to the Spesker, to apologise to this House
for the innocent share he took in trans
- mitting that ceport ¢o the newspaper.
He has offered to make a full, ample, and
complete apology to this Houee for his
share in the transaction; but he states
that he cannot go 20 far as to say he him-
self was the author or originator of this
folse and scandalous libel. To do that
would be to incrirminate himself in the
grossest way. He has refused to do so;
but, as I eay, he has offered to apologise
for the action he himeelf innocently took.

Tur Puemier: Where hag he offered
that !

Mr VOSPER: Ju his letter to the
Speaker. Here iz his apology: —

Mr. Colebatch acknowledges receipt of My

Speaker's communication of 17th inst., cover-
ing copy of resolution of Legislative Assembly.
While expressing his regret in the fullest man-
ner possible that the veport complained of
should have been transmitied to and published
by several newspapers, Mr. Colebatch respect-
fully submits that Mr. Speaker has altogether
failed to comprehend the nature and purport of
the resolution passed by the Legislative As.
sembly, and has also failed to attach due and
proper weight to the avidence adduced at the
recent trial of the proprietora of the “Ealgoorlie
Miner.”
Then he goes on to zay he is not the ori-
ginator of the article. Then, again, Mr.
Colebatch’s editor, in a subsequent letter
to the Speaker, stated that Mr. Colebatch
was, prepared to express his profoundest
regret to the House,

Tre Preuigr: What has he to do with
it?

Mr. VOSPER: He is this man’s emn-
ployer, and he says Mr. Colebatch is wil-
ling to express if.
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Tug Premier: Mr. Colebatch had bet-
ter say it himself.

Mr. VOSPER: Mr. Colebatch has said
so himself. 1 think the right hon. gen-
tleman is making himself wilfully dense
on this subject; because, immediately
before he interjected, I had read a quota-
tion from a letter by Mr. Colebatch offer-
ing an apology.

Trg PremiEr: But in that he says the
Speaker was doing what he had no right
to do.

Mz VOSPER: I am not supporting
that view of the position, T am only
saying that the resolution of the House
has not been carried out in its entirety.
The resolution expressly declaered that
the originator of this false story should
be discovered, and should be excluded
from the House. Mr. Colebatch has a
right to claim that he is not the origina-
tor, and he claims that he has been un-
justly punished.  As far as I know, and
I know very little of him, Mr. Colebatch
is a respectable member of society, and
a respectable member of the journalistic
profession. As long as he remains in
that profession, it will be & record against
him, and it will remain in the minds of
all editors from whom he might seek an
engagement, that he was excluded from
the precincts of thia House for having
pubtlished a false, malicious, and wicked
libel. I maintain that the House should
not, without the greatest pessible proofs,
inflict such a stigma as that upon a mem-
ber of the journalistic profession. I sug-
gest that Mr. Colebatch hes not heen
heard ;: he has had no opportunity of de-
fending himself cither in this Housc o
the Supreme Court. In my opinion. »
more appropriate courge to adopt would
be to summon him to the bar of the
House, and receive his apology; or, if
not. to carry out the original intention
of the House as expressed in the resolu-
tion, and make such investigation as will
lead to the discovery of the originator of
this report, and punish him. We cer-
tainly ought not to punich a man whe
gave what he believed to be a genuine
piece of information, The present posi-
tion of affairs is & very curious one. We
have an inquiry with regard te In-
spector Orme, and what a farce it is to
punish one man whilst there is an inquiry
whether another person has been guilty
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or not. [ have said that I do not intend
to oppose this motion, because 1 think
that, if this matter is defended, Mr. Cole-
batch will have an opportunity of clear-
ing mumsel to some extent hefore that
court.  DBut, at the same time, I do not
think it wise or dignified on the part of
this House to punish a person whose
guilt has never been established, and
whose innocence may be established, per-
haps, if there be an investigation of the
matter. I think that the House, in
dealing with the whele question relating
to this libel, so called, has possibly heen
over-anxious to assert its digmity. I
think that the dignity of the House
ghould be of a sufficiently robust chaia:-
ter to take care of itself; and that, in
being 80 anxious to assert its dignity and
to salve the wounded feelings of its nuem-
bers, the pasition the House has occapied
throughout the whole of the proceedings
has been a most undignified one. 4n
action was laid in the Supreme OConrt,
and it failed ignominiously. Now tlis
pelicy haa been carrted still further, and
n man whose guilt has never been (sfab-
lished is to be punished by being excluded
from the precincts of this House. Az I
eay, I shall not oppose the motion; hut
I wich to protest against what I consiter
the grossly unjust treatment to which
Mr. Colebatch has been subjected.

Tee Premier: Grossly unjust! That
is pretty strong, and a very improper re
mark, I think.

Mr. VOSPER: If so, I can be called to
order, I am sure.

Tan Presmier: You cught to be.

Mr. VOSPER : Oh!

Mr. LEAKE (Albany)}: I hope the ex-
pression “grossly unjust” is not meant to
apply to the Speaker.

Mg. VOSPER : Oh, no; not at all,

;I'HE Premrer : Whom else does it apply
to

Mr. Leake: It looks as if it were so;
and I would resent such an expression as
strongly as I possibly could.

Mr. VOSPER: Allow me-to explain
that perhaps the word used was not alto-
gether a proper one.  What I intended
to convey was not that there had been
any deliberately unjust action on your
(the Speaker’s) part, or on the part of the
House ; but I think T am safe in saying
that in this case there has been a mis
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carriage of justice, because I believe this
man has been wrongly punished.  That
is my view.

Mi. LEAKE: I cannot appreciate the
arguments that have been advanced in
support of the allegation that an injustice
has been done in this instance.  You,
Mr. Speaker, have had the resolution of
the House to deal with; and, as far as [
can see, you have done your duty fear
lessly, and without favour to either party.
[SevErar MsubERs: Hear, hear.] The
resolution passed by the House was ae fol-
lows : —

That this House directs the Attorney General

to prosecute before the Supreme Court the pro-
prietors and publisher of the newspaper, the
“Kalgoorlie Miner,” for having in the said
journal of the 23rd of September, 1838, pub-
lished & scandalous libel on two members of
this House,
The member for Nerth-East Coolgardie
{Mr. Vosper) was anxious to move an
amendment, but he could not do so be-
cause he had spoken ; and in consequence
of that, I moved that the following words
be added : —

And that steps be taken to discover the origi-
nator of these allogations with a view to his
prosecution or exclusion from the precinets of
thiz House. ’

Inquiries were set on foot, and subse
quently the proprietors of the newspaper
were tried in the Supreme Court; and I
am not sorry to say they were acquitted.
But during the course of these inquiries,
it was found that Colebatch was un-
doubtedly the originator of the libel. It
would be splitting phrases to say he was
not the originator of the libel, or of these
allegations. He was, in cffcet and in
fact, the originator of the libel, hecause
it was he who collected these rumours
that were current and reduced them to
writing, converting into a libe]l what up to
that moment was a mere slander.
Slander, as hon. members I presume know,
is defamation that is spoken as distin-
guished from libel, which is defamation
that is written. I take it that what the
House meant, in speaking of the origina-
tor of the allegations, was the originator
of the libel. If thie matter had been al-
lowed to float about in the air merely as
slanderous matter, a: words spoken, no-
thine woulu ever have happened, and no-
body’s dignity would have been injured
in the slightest degree.  But it was the
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reducing of this to writing and constitut-
ing it a libel that caused certain parties
to feel aggrieved. Thereupon the atten-
tion of the House was drawn to the fact ;
the resolution moved, and the aid of the
Speaker invoked, as was said, to wain-
tain the dignity of Parliament.
could the Speaker do anything but what
he has done, when we have an admistion
from this gentleman himself that he trans-
mitted the information to the newspaper}
How, I ask, could the Speaker, in the
face of this resolution as amended at the
instance of myself and the member for
North-East Coolzardie, fail to dircet that
the gentleman ehould Le removed frow
the precincts of the House, unless I pre-
sume he had, so to speak, purged the con-
tempt he had committed? 1t was open
to Mr. Colcbateh to have written, and I
think it would have been hetter had he
done go, an unqualified apology to the
Speaker. I am satisfied that if this had
been done, hon. members and the Spealker
himegelf would have said everybody was
satisfed, and that no more need be said.
But it is not sufficient to express regret to
the Speaker, and to say in almost the
same sentence that the Speaker is wrong.

Tue PrREMiER : Hear, hear.

Mr. LEAKE: That is not an apology,
and consequently I think the Speaker was
perfectly right in removing that gentle-
wman from the gallery.  If that gentle-
man likes, even now, to submit an un-
qualified apology for what he has done,
I for one will urge its acceptance. But
until he does 8o, I shall maintain the
Speaker in everything he does, whether
strictly within the letter of the resolution,
or within its spirit. I submit to the
House that the motion now before the
House is properly brought forward, and
properly supported, and really not a word
can fairly and properly be said against it.
I should be very sorry to think the day
may arrive when any single member of
this House would say anything to cast the
slightest slur upon the integrity or
impartiality of our respected Speaker.

SevirRaL MeMBERs: Hear, hear, -

Tue SPEAKER: If this House will
bear with me, I would just like to say a
few more words with reference to the
question, because I think hon. members
will acknowledge I have been extremely
forbearing in this matter.

How |
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. knew what person transmitted the tele-

gram—because I consider that was the
person meant by the resolution—the At-
torney General consulted with me as to
whether he should prosecute this wan;
and I said, “No; I think you had better
not do that.  Let me deal with him under
the latter part of the resolution, and ex-
clude him from the precincts of the
House.,” After that, it was some days be-
fore I took any further action. 1 did
not do so until after the trial took place
in the Supreme Court, when it became
very evident to me that Mr. Colebatch
was, by his own acknowledgment, the man
who sent the telegram ; and furthermore
that he did noi take the pains he ought
to have dooe to satisfy himeelf whether
there was any truth in the report. I
considered then that I was only carrying
out, if not the strict letter of the resolu-
tion, the spirit of it at any rate, by tak-
ing some action; and I therefore wrote
to Mr. Colebatch the letter, a copy of
which has appeared in the newspapers of
this morning, stating that in accordence
with the office I hold, and to carry oul
the resolution of the Legisiative As
sembly, therefore I excluded him from the
precinets of the House in accordance with
the resolution. I do not think any
Spenker has perhaps ever been subjected
to so gross an insult as that which is
contained in a letter I received last night,
and which will have been seen in this
ntorning’s paper, written by Mr. Lovekin,
in which he defied me, and actually defied
me to exercise the authority lodged in
me by the Standing Orders of thus House ;
and, not only that, but he actually invited
an officer of this House to commit an as
gault on the gentleman whom I wished to
exclude from the precincts of this House.
I do not think o greater insult could be
offered to the Houee and to myself as
Speaker; and, if I had chosen to take
extreme mensures, I should have reported
to the House to-day that a breach of pri-
vilege had been committed, and asked the
House to take some action 1n regard
thereto. I did not wish to take extreme
action, and I think that in this matter 1
have shown great forbearance. It is mot
agreeable to me to have to take exireme
measures at any titme; but whilst 1 am
here as executive officer of this House, I

As soon as T | shall carry cut my duty; and in taking



2550 Personal Explanation.

ASSEMBLY.]

Metropolitan Water Bill.

such proceedings as I am empowered to ! to be the remarks made by the Attorney
. General in this House yesterday, while

take by this House under the Standing
Orders, no threats of proceedings at law
will prevent me from doing so.

Question put and paseed, without dis-

sent.
FURTHER LETTER: AN APOLOGY.

[Later in the evening, the matter was
referred to again, as followay

Tee SPEAKER szaid: It is only juse
and right I should read to the House a
letter [ have received this evening from
Mr. Lovekin. 1 made some rather se-
vere remarks on the previous letter which
Mr. Lovekin transmitted to me, and I did
not think they were a bit too severe at
the time. I am glad to say that Mr.
Lovekin now offers an apology to myself
and the House, and it is only right I
should read his letter, as follows:—

Sir,—In view of the remarks made by you
this afternoon, it seems to me that I should be
wanting in my duty were I to delay taking
steps to remove the impression which my letter
of yesterday has evidently created. I can ae-
sure vou that I had no intention whatever of
defying either vourself or the House. Any
portions of my letter, therefore, which appear
to you, or to the House, to be improper or dis-
respectful 1 beg leave to withdraw, and to ex-
press my regret for their insertion. It is,
however, due to myself to add that my object
in addressing you was solely to aid in the
avoidance of any scene or disturbance within
the precincts of the House, in connection with
Mr. Colebatch’s expulsion ; considering, as 1
did, that in so ucting 1 was assisting rather
than defying you in the execution of your

duties, and helping to preserve the House from
seandal und indignity.

MINERAL LANDS REGULATIONS.
SBLECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Mur. MORAN brought up the report of
the Select Committee which had been ap-
pointed to inquire into the working of
new regulations made under the Mineral
Landa Act.

Report: received, read, and ordered tc
be printed.

MOTIOX (URGENCY): PERSONAL EX-
PLANATON.

Mr, VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die): T desire to move the adjourn-
ment of the House, for the purpose of
giving a brief personal explanation. In
this mcrning’s irsue of the West Adus-
tralian newspaper appear what purport

discussing the question of receiving the
report of the Select Committee on the
Immigration Restriction Act and the ex-
istence of leprosy in the colomy. The
hon. gentleman is reported to have said,
substantially, that 1 was the originator of
the report, and that the other members
of the Committee were not aware of its
tenour. I wish merely to assure the
House that the report which I presented
was prepared in accordance with the
wishes of the Select Committee; that it
wag brought before the Committee and
read in the presence of all the members
except one; that it was subsequently
read clause by clause and passed by thase
present, each clause being put in strict
accordance with the Standing Orders;
and, subsequently, I was authorised, as
chairman, to affix my signature to the re-
port. I wish to make that statement
because, from the report which has ap-
peared in this morning’s newspaper, it
may be inferred that I had the framing
of that report and presented it on my
own responsibility, whereas I wish to as-
sure hon. members that the Standing
Orders were complied with in every par-
ticular,

Motion for adjournment not seconded.

METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS AUT
AMENDMENT BILL.

No. 2, To EXTEND BORROWING POWER.

Introduced by the PrEmiEr, and read
a first time.

RECOND READING.

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir I
Forrest): In moving the second reading
of this Bill, I may say briefly that the
object of the Bill is to allow the Metro-
politan Waterworks Board to borrow a
further sum of £50,000 from the Savinge
Bank. I regret very much to have to
move in this direction, which is certainly
against my inclination; but the fact of
the matter is that the members of the
present board have resigned, and their
regignations have been accepted to take
effect at the end of this month ; it being
necessary to have some machinery in the
meantime for carrying on the work of the
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board until a new board can be ap
peinted. The whole question is sur
rounded with difficulties; but I am in-
clined to think the best course to pursue
is to uppoint another board temporarily,
on the understanding that the matter
may be considered between this and the
next session of Parliament, when we will
have more time to oconsider the whole
question, and perhaps be in possession of
more information in regard to the future
requirements of the city. The position
of the board at present is that there is
just about enough money to carry on
with; that the board owe a comsiderable
nmount of money as interest due to the
Savings Bank, some £13,000 or £14,000,
and there are no funds whatever for pay-
ing this money. nor for undertaking any
new work in connection with the water
supply. In fact, the board have ex-
pended every penny of c¢ash which they
received, and now are dependent entirely
on the rates they receive for the water
supply.  Considering the fact that this
House laat vear supplied further funds
to the Board to the extent of £130,000
for carrying out new works, it must come
as & surprise to hon. members to find,
from the Committee’s report, that this
money has gone so quickly. I regret
that the Government did not keep a
tighter hand on the board, financially;
but there were various reasons why it was
not thought necessary at the time, and
we certainly expected they would spend
the money wisely, and that the approval
of the Government would be more a for-
mnal mntter than otherwise. Now, how-
ever, I have no hegitation in saying here
that the board have wasted an immense
amoeunt of money, and at the present time
we have not got a proper equivalent for
it. The sum of £130,000, if economically
expended, would have dome all that has
been done, and would have placed the
waterworks in as good a position as they
are in at present, besides leaving a sub-
stantinl balance to credit. The fact is,
the whole of that money is gone, and ex-
tensions of the water service are required
in the city and suburbs, those extensiens
having been contemplated when the ori-
ginal Act was passed. The people of
Subiaco are at present in great distress in

regard to want of water, as they have not .

got any kind of water supply. This diffi-
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culty could be obviated,to some extent
by extending the service along one or two
of the streets; but there is no money for
that purpose in the possession of the
board. Then, again, the reservoir at
Mount Eliza, which immediately supplies
the city, is very small, and I do not think
it holds wore than a day’s supply atone
time: and it was always contemplated
that u new reserveir should be built
there, in order to keep a considerable sup-
ply available, in case of any breakage in
the pipes connecting this storage reser-
voir with the main reservoir at the Can-
ning., That is 1 work which ought to be
carried out, and the board, of course,
contemplated carrying it out. They
bought cement for it, and then got rid
of the cement at a considerable expense ;
and they had also to pay a considerable
sum of money to get rid of the contract.
They bought a steam navvy to excavate
the tank,and paid as much for that ma-
chine as the whole work of excavation
would have cost if it had been done by
hand. £670 was the estimated cost eof
the excavation and they bought the steam
navvy for this work, at a cest, when re-
paired, of £650. Hon. members have
read the report of the Committee, and
they will see there was a great want of
economy in the board’s practice. I will
not say any more about that; but it
comes to this, that if we are to make this
water supply what we want it, if it is to
serve the people and fulfil our obliga-
tions, we muat have more money. There
is one thing that ought to be dome: the
interest due to the Savings Bank should
be paid. A new reservoir at Mount Eliza
ought to be built. There is no doubt
also that some extensions of the pipe ser-
vice should be made, and especially, [
think, the Subiaco extension along the
main road is necessary. That would not
cost much, and it is necessary. The
only suggestion I havetomakeis that we
authorise the board to raise £50,000
more. That sum will provide more than
they want, I think, for this year. Hon.
members will notice that in clause 3 I
propose to reiterate what is already, per-
haps, sufficiently clear in the existing
Act :—

No portion of the moneys raised under the
powers conferred by this Act shall be expanded
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by the board without the approval of the
Governor.

I only hope the new board, when ap-
peinted, will take more notice of that

clause than their predecessors took of the |

similar section in the existing Act.

Mr. IuusxaworrtH: What guarantee is
there that the pew hoard will be more
economical than the old cnel

Tue PREMIER: We will take good
care not to allow them to have money to
wasgte.

Mz, Ittivewortn: Did you take care
with the last one?

Tue PREMIER : No; we had such con-
fidence in that board that we thought
they would be economical.

MRr. Inuizaworti: You will have con-
fidence in the next one.

Tre PREMIER: We will keep a tighter
grasp upon the money ; in fact, I propose,
if T am here until Parliament meets next
vear, to personally supervise the expendi-
ture  very closely. T shall take care
that no ‘money goes out unless 1
know how it is to be spent. We
are told by the chairman that,
having requested the Governor’s authority
to expend a sum of £43,000 and not
having obtained it, he took no more notice
of the matter, but spent the money. Ap-
parently he thought if the Governor did
oot approve of it, it had nothing to do
with him. He forgot altogether that he
was spending money illegally,  That
seemed to give him very little concern. T
regret very wuch to speak of the board
in this way ; but what can I do? I think
they have wasted an immense sum of
money. No doubt they had difficulties
in the way; but after all, anyone who
reads that report must come to the con-
clurion that in spite of their hurry, with
a certain object in view, after all they
never gained that object. At any rate,
I am firmly convinced that there has been
a great waste of money.

Mg WiLsox: How much?

Tue PREMIER: I believe £50,000.
The superintendent said they had wasted
£70,000. He said half of the money could
have been saved. 1 believe that £50,000
might have been saved. We know that we
have a considerable quantity of pipes
which are not required. We know that we

have hought these pipes at a very high °

price—considerably higher than should
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have been paid. We know very well that

| they Dbought things that they did not

require and never used; and that
tie whereabouts of some of those
articles is unknown. Of course they are
not very expensive things, but a straw
shows how the wind blows. The steam
navvy, for instance, has never seen Perth.
It is up at Midland Junection. Trucksare
up there too; pipes are lying somewhere
upon the hills, which have never been used,
and are not wanted. A railway was laid
down, which could have been dispensed
with, and the rails are stacked somewhere
out of the way.

Mg ILaxewortH: It was a splendid
board!

Tue PREMIER : All I say is that there
has been a great waste of money. How-
ever, there are two courses open to us
now: to go along as we are, making thia
board live upon its receipts without carry-
ing out any new works, and allowing the
interest to stand over. That course is
open to us, and I was rather inclined
to adopt it ; but [ think this other course
is the better after all. If we appoint a
new board, although they will have statu-
tory powers, I can assure this House that
the board will not be allowed to do juat
ae they like, and that the matter will be
considered again when this House meets
next year. If we do appeint a hoard, it
wili be a board on which the Government
wi-l have a controlling influence.

Mr. Moraw: With the Engineer-in-
Chief at the head of it1

Tee PREMIER: Well, T do not think
so. [ think he hastoomuch to do already.
At any rate, we will have to take care
that, whatever can be said about the past,
the'Government will be absolutely respon-
gible for the expenditure of the money in
tho future. 1 beg to move the second
reading.

Mr. WILSON (Canning): I wish to
sreak to this motion for a few minutes,
gimply because my nome has been
dragged through this report pretty freely.
First of all, T should like to saythat it
appears to me that the endea-
vour of the Select Committee, or at
any rate of the chairman of that Com-
mittee, was to prove that something
wrong or underhand had taken place in re-
spect of the transactions which T was
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connected with.
that.

Tre Premier: I do not believe that.
Certainly not.

Mg. WILSON : The questions put right
through seemed to be “drawing” questions
—questions intended to draw something
out which some ome was supposed fo be
attempting to keep in the background.
All my transactions, as far as the Water-
works Board are concerned, are perfectly
fair and above-board, as I hope all my
commercial transactions are. I represent
the Associated Pipe Founders of Mel-
bourne ; and 1 tendered for the supply of
& certain quantity of those pipes on be-
half of those iron founders, and received
the contract for 2,600 tons in all, T think.
The whole of the pipes had to be made
and delivered in Western Australia within
three monthe. That contract wes carried
out satisfactorily ; and the evidence shows
that the price paid for the pipes was 25s
per ton higher than that for which they
could have been imported from the old
country.

Tre Premier : Johnson's tender was £6
5s.

Mz, Morgaxs: It was £6 13s. 6d.

Mr. WILSON: The evidence, as I
have read in the report, was to the effect
that the Waterworks Board might have
saved 23s. per ton on those pipes, had
they ordered them from the old country.
Now, any business man will recognise
that 25s. per ton is mot an excessive
advance to pay for pipes manufactured
in ithe colonies, and delivered in such a
short space of time aa the period in which
those 'pipes had to be delivered. My
complaint is that the Premier, who sat
a9 chairman of that Committee, did not
think fit to call me to give evidence be-
fore it. Had he called me, he would have
found out the whole of the circumstances
connected with the contract; he would
have ascertained that the price was not
excessive in the circumstances; and he
would hawve further ascertained that I
earned the large commission or broker-
age of 1 per cent. on the transaction.
There is another matter in connection
with which I was pretty frequently re-
ferred to, and that was the sale of a
small locomotive for £300. It was

I could not help feeling
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sought to prove that I was practically an -
outsider brought in for the purpose of |
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selling this locomotive; whereas every
business man in Western Australia knows
that I have been mixed up with the sup-
ply of plant to the Midland Raihvay ever
since I came to this colony. The Gov-
ernment themselves, when they purchased
carringes some years ago, could not
get delivery till my signature was at-
tached to the order to deliver; and the
Government knew very well that I had
charge of all the material; that I deized
those locomotives when the Midland Rail-
way was stopped ; that I seized the stock
afterwards =old to the Government—the
trucks and everything else connected
with it; and paturally I had these ar-
ticles for sale. I offered them to the
Government ; the Government did not
buy them; I sold one engine to
Baxter and Prince, another to -Mr.
Hedges, and the other to the Waterworks
Board, It was a natural business trans-
action; and why the Premier did not
think fit to call me to give evidence upon
it, or to call Mr. Hedges with regard to the
steam navvy, concerning which I know
nothing, I cannot understand. It ap-
pears to me that the Waterworks Board
have been convicted of this extravagance
on the evidence of one man, and that
man their foreman—-an outdoor man who
had no recourse to the invoices, and no
means of ascertaining the financial posi-
tion of the board, and who, therefore,
knew nothing at all about it. He is the
only man who gave evidence; and be-
cause he says they have wasted £70,000,
his statement is accepted as a fact. Why
was not outside expert evidence brought
forward? I maintain, as regards the
chairman of the board, that he is well
known to the right hon. gentleman and
his colleagues to be a man who did not
stint the expenditure of money when he
wanted to get work carried through.
That was his recommendation for the
appointment. The city was suffering from
a watgr famine at the time. The pub-
lic were erying out for water; it was a
question of getting water at any price;
and I believe the instructions of the Pre-
mier himself were to get the water into
Perth. The board went about that work.
They brought the water into Perth; and
I am sure, if they had ordered their pipes
from the old country, they would not
have had their water in the summer fol-
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lowing ; but they got it by that time,
though at a rather extravagent price.
I gather from the evidence that the extrn
cost of the pipes was something like
£17,000; and I do not think, as a busi-
ness man and a practical man, that an
extra cost of £17,000 was an extravagant
amount to pay to relieve P’erth fn her
dire necessity.

Tue PREMIER: : But we did not get the
water any quicker on that acconnt.

Mn. WILSON: Oh, yes: you did
They got pipes delivered bere—2,500
tons—from the Associated Pipe Founders,

Tue Prexier: That was for reticula-
tion.

Mg, WILSOXN : But you could not give
the suburbs water without reticulation
pipes. The retidulation pipes in Perth
at one time were 13 iron pipes.

Trg PreMiER: And they are being used
to this day.

Ma. WILSON: No; they were taken
uj.

Twe Premier: Not all of them yet.

Mr, WILSON: A great number
them.

Tre PremiEr: It was want of pressure
that constituted the difficulty.

Mr. WILSON: Not at all ; you could
slways get enough pressure from a reser-
voir 600 feet above the sea level,

Tue Premier: But the reservoir was
net  full, and we could not get encugh
water into it.

Mr. WILSON: The board were con-
victed of extravagance on the evidence of
the outdoor foreman, who knew nothing
at all about it; and the Committee
skould have called further evidence, espe-
cially in respect of anyone whose name
was brought before the Committee, and
againgt whom charges were practically
levied. Such people should bave been
called to give evidence, and to explain
their exact positions. I do not wish to de-
lay the House eny longer in connection
with this Bill. I simply want to venti-
late my opinion in respect of it, and to
state again that, so far as I know, there
has been no underhand work in connec-
tion with that Waterworks Board. If 1
thought there had been, or if 1 knew
arvthing that would prove that conten-

of

tion, T should be the first man to bring °

it hefare the House.
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' Mn. LEAKE (Albany): After the re-
marks of the Premier, it will bhe inte-
resting to know what course the Govern-
ment intend to pursue with regard to the
sppointment of a fresh board. Perhaps
it would be well to have a professional

" man. I think that if we bad an engineer

who understands water works, it would

be an advantage. Someone should be
specially appointed who could advise the

Government on matters of importance of

this kind, particularly when they are

called upon now and again to expend
large surms of money in what is practic-
ally the engineering portion of the work.

[ do not know whether the laying of

these pipes wans done under the runtrol

or supervision of the deparfment in any
way-

A MguBer: No.

Mr. LEAKE: Then we find they wers
acting without any professional advice.

Hox. H. W. Venn: The chairman is »
professional engineer.

Mr. LEAKE: He is not a hydraulic en:
gineer,

Tae Dirgcror of PusLic Works:
He is a railway engineer.

Mr LEAKE: Hydraulic work is a
special branch. You want a specialist
for that sort of work. There is plenty of
work for him. If we find there is not
enough work with regard to the metropoli-
tan water supply, I dare say his services
can be engaged in other departments;
but by all means let us have =@
properly qualified professional hydrau
lic engineer associated with this board.
Let there be someone of experi
ence who may be consulted on mat-
ters where hundreds of thousands of
pounds are involved. The salary of =
man like this is a mere drop in a cup ol
water.  You save heaps of money by hav.
ing a proper assistant. Here we find
that £70,000, or at least .£50,000, has
been wasted.  £50,000 would pay the
engineer's salary for many years 1
think that to go in for cheeseparing busi:
ness is false economy. A suggestion has
been made to me that such a person as |
have referred to should be appointed. Tt
struck me as being a useful suggestion.
ond I make it to the House.

Hox. H W. VENN (Wellington): It
must be satisfactory and gratifying to the
; House that the member for the Canning
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(Mr. Wilson) has made the explanation
be has. In fact, it would have been
somewhat strange, in view of the evidence
before the House, and in view of the fact
that he was not called by the Committee
to give any evidence, if he bad been silent.
1t is most gratifying to the House to have
heard the explanation of the hon. mem-
ber. As n member of the Committee,
I regret that T was unable to give that
attention which I feel I ought to have

done. Itis very seldom it can be said I neg-

lect my duties on eny Committee. I am
regular in attendance, and endeavour to
carry out the duties a8 far as my ability
will allow me; but I was connected with
other Committees at this time, more par-
ticularly the Tick Committee, in which I
took a very great deal of interest, and it
was impossible for me to regularly attend
the meetings of this particular Commit-
tee ; the consequence being that I
was mot 80 much in touch with the
doings of the Committee as [ npow
feel 1 ought to have been. I think
1 attended once or twice, but wuntil
the report came before the House I was
not in a position to say whether I agreed
with it or not Of course, members
wili say, “It is your fault, and you ought
te have attended.” I admit this, but
I say that it must bave been an over-
sight on the part of the Committee in not
calling the member for the Canning (Mr.
Wilson) before them, because I feel sure
that had that member given evidence it
would have placed a somewhat different
cemplexion on the matter, Members, on
reading the evidence, must have felt that
the hon. member was a party to trans-
ections in the expenditure of public
money, not at all satisfactory to the
House, but he has dispelled that inference
this afternoon, and it is most gratifying
to himself, and to us also. We have had,
snd still have, o very high respect for the
gentleman who wes chairman of this
hoard of direetors; and we alse hold in
very considerable esteem the other mem-
bers of the board, whose honour and in-
tegrity of purpose cannot be impeached
by sny member of this House. We
thought at the time the board wos a
strong one, and some of us think so still.
Some members occupy a high position in
the mercantile community, and they are
not men likely to run this colony into

120 Ocroner, 1898.]

No. 2, second reading. 2555

extravagance. I feel that somehow or
other we may possibly be on the wrong
track.  Although it may be said that, in
the general course of things, the chair-
wan of the hoard takes upon himself
a pgreat deal of the work, still that does
not relieve the other gentlemen from their
responsibility.  The responsibility e
there all the same, and they must accept
it, and bear the brunt of it.  In this par-
ticular instance they have to bear the
brunt of it, because they have sent in
their resignations to the Government.
There was a great deal of force in what
the member for the Canning (Mr. Wilson)
said. The hon. member stated that the
board was condemned entirely upon the
evidence of the superintendent- It is a
very bad precedent for the evidence of any
person holding an important position, but
not the head position, in any department,
ta be taken entirely ageinst ms superiors,
without strong corroborative testimony.

Tue Premier: The chairman was ex-
amined.

Hox. H. W. VENN: If we adopt this
principle we shall reach a time when the
heads of departments will give evidence
against Ministers themselves; and if we
accepted that all through, I dare say we
skould find very ugly things at times.
It is, I say, a bad principle to take.
without very strong corroborative testi-
mony. evidence of a gentleman occupying
the position the superintendent did
against the hourd. This gentleman should
have been the guiding star of the whole
transaction. He is the man under whose
advice the board should have acted. He
did not say wuch about the board hav-
ing disregarded his opinions.

Tre Premer: He did.

Hox. H W. VENN: That is not ac-
centuated, but it is merely a general
complaint showing up, as it were, the
extravagance of *he board. It does not
show in any way that the board, as a
beard, totally disregarded the advice of
the superintendent. It strikes me the
superintendent must have been lacking
in his dutiea from first to last if he found
the board was altogether ignoring his ad-
vice, and incurring a large expenditure,
T take it that the superintendent was a
technical and expert authority, and
if he found that the board abso
lutely ut all times ignored his advice,
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large

and incurred a expenditure,
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the proper thing for him to have .

done, it seemizs to me, was to have
reported the case to the Govern-
ment, and to have resigned his own
position. But we do not find there
bns been any collision or friction, or any-
thing but perfect upanimity between the
board and that gentleman. The first
thing we find after the formation of the
Select Committee is that this gentleman
stands up as the first accuser. I do not
wish to impugn the stateméent made by
him, because it is impossible for me to do
s6.  But, looking at the case in that
agpect, it is a peculiar one, and I do not
think its parallel has cccurred anywhere
before in this colony-—certainly not in
tkis House. [ cannot say much regarding
the administrative ability of the board
in the way of condemning them for the
vxpenditure incurred, because we must
recall the time when not only the Govern-
meat, but everybody else in the colony, in-
curred expenditure and liabilities for
which they have been very sorry ever
since. We know, as a matter of fact,
that the Government during the boom
time expended very large sums of money.
The necessity for a supply of water was
racst urgent at the time. These gentle-
men were appointed, and the very vital
point was to obtain water for the city of
Perth. Their reputation was at stake, as
it were, and they were compelled by the
exigencies of the case to have water in
this city.  What would have been the
cage if the supply of wuter had falien
short? If they had said they were eco-
nomiging, I do not think the assertion
weuld have been accepted as a satisfac-
tory excuse. I know of one instance
where & man attempted to economise, and
it was hiz downfall  Water was ob-
tained here at a. very great cost

Tre Premier: They did not get it any
quicker by all their hurrying.

Hon. H. W. VENN: I thiok they did.

Tue Presser: They got the eight
miles down, but they did not join the

pipes.
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the reticulation. Therefore, in viewing
this case, it must not be utter condemna-
tion by looking at it entirely from our
present standpoint ; but we should look
back to the time and the circumstances
when these gentlemen were called upon
to act, and if we do so there is a great
deal to be said for the action they took.
I am with mony hon. members in saying
that, from our standpeint now, the ex-
penditure does appear to have been ex-
cessive, and that some of it might have
been saved ; but it is impossible to say
what we would have thought, had we been
in their position and been called upon to
gct at that time. We should remewmber
that it was a time of pressure, that therc
was u preat desire to get the pipes laid
in the shortest possible time ; and, ag we
all know, if we want a thing done in the
ordinary way we can get it done at cur-
rent rates, but if we put on high pressure
and want the work carried out in a very
short time, we must expect to pay more
for it, as this means extra labour and
overtime, which must be paid for at higher
rates. I am not prepared to say the
£70,000, which is said to have been over-
spent, was absolutely thrown away, =nd
that the expenditure could have been
avoided had anybody else been in the
same position as those gentlemen. 1t
would be difficult for anyone to say, ii
placed in the same position, that he could
have saved the expenditure of that
£70,000. I doubt whether the Director
of Public Works or the Premier, looking
at some of the large expenditure they
have had to undertake in different parts of
the country under considerable pressure,
would have undertaken it in the way they
did if they could have looked at the ques-
tion with their present knowledge, and
doubtless they would consider now that

© they could have saved some of that money.

Hon. H. W. VENN: The evidence did -
oot go to show that if the superinten- -

dent’s advice had been accepted they
would have got the water quicker. They
acted on his advice with regard to getting
the pipes, and increasing the mains and

Therefore, as the Government did their
best to save at the time, while acting
under some pressure, we may reason in
the same way in regard te those whe
were called upon to undertake this ex-
pebditure for an increased water supply,
and we may infer that the same business
capacity was brought to bear in trying
to do as much as they could with the
money. There are times in our lives
when we are forced to do something we
would not do, if we had a choice in the
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matter, or which we could do better unter
different circumstances. In viewing the
action of this board, we should not con-
demn it unreservedly, but should takeinto
consideration the circumstances under
which the work was done.  With regard
to the steam navvy which was purchased,
or the steam engine, or the boring plant,
I cannot zay much ; but the evidence Le-
fore the House does appear to show that
the board did not exercise that clear judg-
ment and business capacity which they
ought to have exercised.  Still, it is hard
for us to say we could bave done better
in the circumstances.  There iy no evi-
dence that those gentlemen did not do
their best, but there is evidence that they
acted without sufficient foresight. I
think the House and the colony are bound
to take the evidence as it appears before
us, and te accept the inferences; and
after members of the board have had an
opportunity of knowing what evidence
had been given before the Committee, I
did expect to ree in the newspapers some
refutation from them.

Tre Premier: They are poing to do
that, they say, by-and-by.

Hon. H W. VENN: It would have
been better if that refutation had been
given already, as otherwise a stigma may
bang over them, and an inference may
be drawn from the evidence that they are
not suitable persons to act as guardians
of the public purse. It is a hard thing
tu say of those gentlemen who are well
kunown to us as having been successful in
life, and having proved themselves cap-
able in connection with their own busi-
ness. It cannot be said, in regard to
the chairman of the board, that he was
an unprofessionsg] man, because we all
know he has been for years a large con-
tractor in this and other colonies, that he
iz also qualified as a civil engineer, and T
believe also as a hydrauvlic engineer;
therefore, we cannot say there was any
want of proper advice or proper know-
ledge, when we know the capabilities of
the chairman, and that the hoard had
also a superintendent who was a qualified
man. I did not rise with the intention
of opposing the second reading of the
Bill. The Premier has drawn our ai-
tention to the fact that there are no funds
to go on with, and that the interest due
on money advanced has not been paid.

{20 OcTonEr, 1898.]
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In order to carry out works which are
now necessary, it is desirable that power
ghould be given to borrow more momey.
I should like to say there is one part of
the evidence that seemed to me to want
some clearing up, for it is most incred-
ible that the board never thought it their
duty to pay the interest on the money
they had borrowed from the Savings Bank.
I cannot understand how the board abso-
lutely ignored, as they did, the necessitv
of obtaining authority for the expendi-
ture of the money, and that the board
should have made this large expenditure
of public money without getting the ap-
proval of someone. Not only that, but
they went outside of their duty by nor
paying interest, which should be a first
charge on their revenue. This is a point
which should be cleared up, and I hav:
been expecting to hear from the mem-
bers of the board, through the news-
papers, some explanation on the point.
That fact alone is most condemnatory of
the action of the board, and I feel sure
that every member of this House, how-
ever much he may put azide the question
of the purchase of stuff, and what may
be called the extravagance in carrying - o
the work, must be convinced that the face
of not paying the interes. due to ihe
Savings Bank is itself condemnatory of
the board. T have much pleasure in
supporting the second reading of ihe
Bill; and I should certainly like to henr
other members address themselves to L ¢
question which has been spoken o v
the Premier, as to the transactions ~f the
members of the late beard.

Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardie): There
is not much use crying over spilt milk,
or over money that has been spent; but
I must express regret thai any hon. mem-
ber in this House should find it necessary,
or should be forced to get up and make
an explanation, to clear his own character
from any imputation which may appear
to have been levelled against him in the
réport of the Select Committee. I omly
regret that the hon. member had not an
opportunity, in a correct way, of making
his explanation before the Committee.
I do not think the day has come when an
hon. member should be prevented from
carrying on his own business and at the
same time working for the country as
well : and when anything reflecting on his
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character crops up, it would be az well |
to give him a chance of putting hig views !
nlso before n Select Committee, as that -
vourse would obviate the necessity of his '
having to riee in his place and explain to
this House anything that looks at all
shady. The Premier, I take it, would be
the last man who would epdeavour to
level any innvendo against any person. It
was perhape an oversight that the mem-
ber for the Canning (Mr. Wilson) was not
called before the Committee to give evi-
dence. In the face of the defence of the
hoard which has been offered by the mem-
ber who has just spoken, we know it is a
fact that there has been a lot of money
spent, and the general impression is that
we have not got full value for it. The
public, of course, will not perhaps take
into consideration the high pressure con-
ditions under which the work was per-
formed ; but, after all, what does it mat-
ter?  Those gentlemen did their best,
and their best, according to the Select
Committee, was not a good best. They
spent & lot of money, and in the opinion
of the Committee we have not got full
value for it. I hope that, whilst we are
struggling to cure that which is sucking
the life blood of the colony by so many
people leaving it to make holiday else-
where or for other reasons, and especi-
ally going away in the hot weather about
Christmas time, we will endeavour in
make Perth a habitable and pleasurable
city to live in, so that there may not be
the same excuse or necessity for people
spending their holidays and their money
elsewhere. I think all our efforts will
be in vain, if we do not stop this current
nf people going away for holidays else-
where ; but we should endeavour to make
Perth so attractive and so healthy, that
people may live in it with comfort in the
summer time. With the thermometer
at 112 in the shade, and no water for &
bath the whole day long, there was room
for complaint ; and that state of things
has brought Perth into great disrepute—
that and its insanitary condition have
helped to make Perth unpopular.

Ma. Wiesox: There is plenty of water
noy.

Mr. MORBAN: Tt is all right just st
present. We are wetting the city into a
sanitary condition, though it is not quite
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healthy yet; but anybody who will tell
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me that we have a good supply of water
in Perth is telling me something which I
know to be wrong. We know that the
water is very often cut off for long pe-
riods.

Mr. WiLsox : That was two years ago.

Mg. MORAN: I say there were any
number of places last year also where
water waa not obtainable; but the point I
want to make is that we have a large and
thriving suburb at Subiace, and it ie our
duty to give it a water supply. I hope
this £50,000 will be wisely spent, and
that Subiaco will benefit by the expendi-
ture.

Tre PreMER: We must pay the inter-
est firat.

Mr. MORAN': T de not think the sup-
ply at Subiaco would cost more than
£6,000 or £7,000. That is my opinion
about it. Our leading suburb, and
the working man's suburb of this
town, ought to be given a water
supply before next summer. I sghall
support this Bill very cordially, and
hope that if there have been mis-
takes in the past, those mistakes will
serve ab least to teach us to act more
wisely and more carefully in the future.
Perhaps a little blame rests on the Gov-
ernment for not exercising supervision
over the expenditure of this money. If
there is not blame due to the Govern-
ment, there is certainly room for discon-
tent with them for not being more jeal-
ous of the expenditure of this money, and
for not getting more in return for it.
However, it will teach them a lesson in
the future; and we hope that the Pre-
mier himgelf will exercise due care in
expending this further money it is pro-
posed by this Bill to give the board the
power to borrow,

Mz, ILLINGWORTH (Central Murchi-
son): I should like to get an assurance
from the Premier that Subiaco will re-
ceive the atfention of the new board. We
have been waiting patiently.

Hox. H W. Vexy: Have they pgot a
bore?

Tue Premier: Yes: they have a bore.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The existing
board has promised definitely that & sum
of about £6,000 would be expended in
continuing the pipes ‘from the Perth
boundary down to Subiaco. If we are to
confer increased borrowing powers on
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this board, I think & suburb of such im-
portance as Subiaco ought to have some
assurance end some hope given it that
the loan wilt prove of some assistance,
at any rate, to it-—not perhaps in the
metter of the reticulation of the whole
of the agreets, but that the water :may be
brought within a measurable distance of
the centre of the suburbs. On the gene-
ral question, 1 should like to say that,
when this board was appointed, we must
take it for granted that the Government
used their best judgment in forming it.
[ am very sorry to find that, at this
stage, the Government that arpointed
the board have so much to say in ite
condemnation.

Tue Presusr: We are not responsible,

Mgz, ILLINGWORTH: The Premier
has felt bound to say a great many things
in regard to the ex—enditure and the
operations of this particular board. 1
say it is a matter for regret that the Gov-
ernment which appointed the board
should, within so short a time, have to
make such strong statements concerning
the board’s operations. Buf I want this
House to take into consideration a de-
finite fact. When that board was ap-
pointed, some suburbs of Perth only got
n supply from watercarts at midnight.
People had to sit. up, as T have had to do,
to wait for the supply—those further away
than Newcasile-street—till 12, 1, and 2
o’elock in the morning. This condition of
thinge was most intolerable: and 1 do
not think any hoard that had been ap-
pointed would have proved satisfactory to
the citizens if thex had heen dilatory in
supplying the water ;: and some allowance
must be made for the way in which the
hoard had to set ahout their work., Now,

regarding the effect: last summer, while

perhaps there might have been a few
places in i’erth left unsupnlied with water,
despite all the extension. there was no

outery of the same kind. The board sue-

ceeded, perhaps at n big cost, in getting
over this very great difficulty ; and for
that they ought to receive some credit.
Thev undoubtedly overcame difficulties.
Perhaps it ccsb them too much to do so:
Tbelieve it did : but rtill, they did get over
the difficulty. They were expressly
charged with a certain piece of business:
that was, to supply the city of Perth
with water at all costs and at all hazards.
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They did it. It cost money; and it is a
little too bad to complain, perhaps, of
the cost. That there has been some waste
during their hurry, I am prepared to ad-
mit. With regard to thie Select Com-
wittee, I regret that the evidence given
before it was so distinctly one-sided. I
think that many other persons might have
been called, and that this House would
then have had a much more satisfactory
report than we have before us now. How-
ever, we have to deal with things as they
are. I should like to have, if it is pos-
sible to get it, an assurance from the Pre-
mier that, as far as possible, Subiaco
will not be forgotten in the expen-
diture of this £50,000. It ie not a
very big expenditure that is required by
that suburb; and therefore I should like
to have a definite assurance before this
Bill passes that Subiaco will get at least
£6,000.

Mr. MORGANS (Coolgardie): Hon,
members will admit that the Premier’s
statement that £130,000 have been ex-
pended in one year on a water scheme is
rather » startling fact. I listened with in-
terest to what the Premicr said on
this matter, and I take it that there is no
doubt a considerable amount of money
appears to have been spent upon this
scheme which might have heen saved.
That appears on the face of it. The Pre-
mier tells ua that he considers £50,000
of this £130,000 were wasted. Well, that
is a very large sum of money ; and, if that
were 80, it is quite clear that some other
arrangement is necessary for the future
handling of this very important question
of the distribution of water. However,
it appears to me that, in view of many
circwinstances connected with the position
of that hoard, there are some valid cx-
cuses for the hoard. 1t would appear
there was a great searcity of water in
Perth at that time—I can speak for my-
seli, for T know well there was a great
scarcity of water, and water was repeat-
edly cut off from the inhnbitants of seve-
ral plages, at great inconvenience to
them. Therefore I can quite understand
that the board found this a very difficult
question to deal with; and knowing the
great necessity there was for supplying
the inhabitants with water, I can quite
understand they would be anvious to re-
lieve the pressure of public opinion upon



2560 Metropolitan Water Bill:

them, and be prepared to make even ex-
traordinary efforts to satisfy public de-
mands. Something has now to be done.
The Premier says he intends to appoint
a new board. It annears to me, if that
board is appointed, that the suggestion of
the leader of the Opposition (Mr. Leake)
is a good one, that there should be a hy-
draulio engineer upon that board. What-
ever may be said on the question of the
expenditure of money on public works,
we know quite well that all emgineering
departments have their specialists. We
have railway engineers, mechanical engi-
neers, and hydraulic engineers, thege
being special branches of engineering ;
and it appears to me that, if the Premier
could secure the services of a really com-
petent hydraulic engineer to act upon that
board, either as chairman or as an ordin-
ary member, it would be to the great ad-
vantage of the city and of the community
generally. With regard to the member
for the Canning (Mr. Wilson), I am glad
he had the opportunity of making the ex-
planation he has given to the House,
which 1 am pleased to say, so far as 1
am concerned, and I believe so far as
every member of this House is concerned,
is satisfactory in everv way. I quite share
the opinion of the hon. member with re-
gard to this contract for pipes, that there
was a great pressure and a great outcry
for them ; and when people are in a great
hurry to have a certain work done quickly,
they must be prenared to pay extra for
it. I know quite well that, when I have
required any particular work in connec-
tion with mining, if [ want it within the
ordinary time, I expect to pay only the
ordinary prices; but if I want that work
done specially, and in an exceptionally
short time, T must be prepared to pay
srecial prices for that; and I take it that
this js what happened to the Waterworks
Board. At any rate, the point is that
the board have to be reconstructed : some-
thing has to be done. The Premier tetls
us that the board have not a cent now to
meet any liability ; and that they have not
paid the interest on the loan. The Pre-
mier proposes that the new board should
bave £50,000 more placed at their dis-
posal ; and it is absolutely necessarv thev
should have it, because they have firstly
to pav the interest, and secondly there
are certain works they must carry our,
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| and those works are absolutely necessarv,
. The House will, no doubt, agree to it;
" and I think the Premier should take intn
ccnsideration the proposal that, when tie
new board are formed, there shall be at
least one practical hydraulic engineer :p-
on it. I think, further, that the Premer
would have a perfect right to put a strong
business representative of the Government
upon the board, in order that the Govern-
ment, in view of the fact that they are
advancing all this money to the board,
might have a strong control over it; and,
with a good engineer and a powerful
firancial and business man wupon that
board representing the Government, I
think that in the future the expenses in-
curred by the board should be far more
satisfactory to this House and to the
country than they have been in the past.
Tue PREMIER: With regard to the
observations of the member for the Can-
ning (Mr. Wilson), I may say there were
two or three reasons why he was not
called to mive evidence before the Select
Committee. First of all, it was a very
busy time of the session, and we did not
have much time to take evidemce. The
second reason was that the information
we reaeived seemed to clear up everything
that could reflect upon the hon. membver.
If T had theught for a moment that there
was anything in the evidence reflecting
unon him, [ certainly would have called
him; but I thought the explanations we
received seemed to be all right, and per-
fectly satisfactory. And, in regard to the
questions nsked, the hon. member seems
to think there were questions asked with
the intention of diving into something of
an underhand character. 1 may say, as
chairman of the committee, that all the
“questioning, or pearly all of it, devolved
upon me ; and, with respect to any infor-
mation that came to me in regard to
these matters, I felt it my duty to ask
questions, and I did so in the interests of
persons affected. Even in the case of the
chairman of the board, the questions
nsked were perhaps questions that he
might have taken as reflecting upon him ;
hut they were really asked in his interests
as much as in those of anyone else,
because it was useless to hear ru-
mours and not inquire into them.
T take it that anyone who has anything
to do with matters coming within the
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duties of a Select Committee would wel-
come, rather than otherwise, any questions
which might, without explanations from
him, benar & wrong construction. At any
rate, I can nssure the hon. member that
the reply I received was considered by me
satisfactory with regard to himself, or we
certainly would have called him to explain
it. I am plad to hear the explanation
he gives to-day, though it i3 not news to
me. I was convinced it was n business
matter, and no doubt the hon. member,
in his private capacity, was acting as an
agent for others or for himself. T think
it was generally for others. We had to
consider the points, not as they affected
the hon. member, but as they affected the
board. It seems toc me that when there
was one tender for £8 3s, I think it was,
and another for £6 153, it was not a
right proceeding to enter into nepotia-
tions with the tenderer at £8 5s. without
entering into negotiations with the ten-
derer at £6 15s.  If one person offers to
do work within a certain time, and an-
other in a longer time but at a much
cheaper rate, it is not right. I say, to enter
into nepgotiations with the higher tenderer
in regard to reducing the price, and not
to enter into communication with the
lower tenderer. If T were the lower ten-
derer, I would not like it.

Mr. WiLsox : It was in England.

Tre PREMIER : Johnson and Com-
pany?

Mr. Witson: In Scotland.

Tre PREMIER : Yes; but I think they
have agents in Sydney.

Mr. WiLson: Oh, yves; but they would
have to ship material from the old coun-
trv.

Tre PREMIER: At any rate, they
might have had an opportunity of lessen-
ine the time, and there is no doubt if any-
one will take the trouble—I do not expect
anv one to do so now—to look through
the evidence, he must come to the con-
clusion that the extra expense incurred
in getting the pipes more quicklv did not
result in the water being obtained in Perth
anv sgponer. Pipes were lnid across the
plaing on the Canping, eight or nine miles,
and it was intended at the beginning that
thev should be connected with the old
mnin, so that the water should run from
where the pressure was greatest. the
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It was understond, if that were the case,
that if they could put om full pressure
from the reservoir, sufficient water wauld
come into the tank at Mount Eliza—at
any rate as much water as there was in
the hill reservoir.  When the board got
to the stage that they could connect this
larger and stronger pipe with the old
main, the summer had so far advanced,
and the demand for water had so lessened,
that they did not connect it, although all
thias expense of hurrying, of putting down
a railway, and of getting five miles of
cast-iron pipe, had been incurred. If
they had gone much slower, they would
have been ready for the following sum-
mer. That is clearly borne out by dates
and figures in the report. Of course I
regret very much to make this statement.
These persons are friends of mine, and
they are men of repute in the community,
but, at the same time, thatis one of the
unpleasantnesses of public life.  You
are placed on a committee to ia-
vestigate a matter, and in doing so
you ask questions, some of which, per-
haps, are resented by witnesses. Still,
you are bound to ask questioms, and to
make a report, and perhaps you have to
say that people have been extravagant,
the end of it being that you have n per-
sonal quarrel over it—thatis, Isay, one
of the unpleazantnesses of public life, but
we have to put up with it. I will not
budge from the opinion I have formed
with regard to this board, though I know
that there are honcurable men upon the
board, and men of repute. With regard
to two of them, I feel quite sure that they
did not dive as deeply into this business as
they might have done. I do not blame
them too much for that, because T think
the chairman generally manages the busi-
ness, or, at any rate, has most to do with
it in many cases, and executive officers
advige. At the same time, I have formed
an opivion, and that opinion is that we
have not got full value for our money,
and that the board have been extravagant.
I did not hesitate to frame the report,
and I do pot think there iz anything very
offensive in it, or anything that one could
inke excepfion to. We do not go further
than saying that they were not economi-
cal, and should not be continued, and the
matter should be placed on a different

stronger pipes being used for that portion. , footing.
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Mg. Morgaxs: I do not think there is
anything offensive in the report.

Tur PREMIER: No one likes to be
found fault with. In regard to the Su-
biaco matter, no one desires more than 1
do to give water to those people. I know
they suffer under a disability with regard
to the subject, but it only shows what a
great mistake we made in having anything
to do with the water supply of Perth,
when the whole responsibility is thrown
upon the Government. The Perth council
should have managed its own affairs,
Many people say “I really think this
water supply is a municipal matter, and
they thould have managed their own busi-
ness in their own way.’

Mr. InuvewonTa: If they gave it to
Perth, they would not give it to Subiace.

Tne PREMIER : I think the Municipal
Council should manage their own water
supply ; but the Government might lend
them money, as i3 done in Queensland.

Mr. TuuvgwortE: What about outside
municipalities?

Tne PREMIER : They, also, must look
after themselves and manage Lheir c.m
business in their own way. It seems to
me that in this colony everyone iz de-
sirous of having municipal government
long before it is necessary; and as scon
a3 they get it, they want someone elge to
do everything for it. They forget that the
idea of municipal government is to be
self-contained, and to manage their own
business, getting votes of money from the
Government if they can, and doing every-
thing necessary for themeselves. If mat-
ters were arranged in a different way, we
might have some representatives of sub-
urban municipalities on the board. What
[ should like would be to either let the
Government be absolutely responsible for
the water supply of these places, or else
let the municipalities do it. I do not
think it is a good plan to have this half-
and-half business of a board with the
Government really behind them, finding
the money and being responsible for
everything. Look at Subiaco: the peo-
ple were displeased with me because I
said I would not receive a deputation. Tt
would be of no use for me to receive a de-
putation when I could not tell them any-
thing ; but I was doing more than .hat
—I was preparing
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ernment should be placed in the position
of supplying all municipalities with water.
It i & pew idea growing up here. We will
have the Cue authority coming forward,
{oo.

Me. [LLixgwWoRTH: Yes.

Tue PREMIER : And I am thinking of
my own constituents, wha have a running
river within two or three miles of them,
but still there is no water supply, and they
are always bothering me about it. Twould
like to say, “Get your own water supply.”
There are a great number of suburban
municipalities around Perth ; and, suppos-
ing we put a main along the main road,
from the boundary of this city, and the
board put a main down as far as the rail-
way, would that sntisfy the Subiaco
people? Not a bit of it ; they would want
every street reticulated ; and Leederville
and every other place would want the
same.

A MguBer: Victoria Park.

Twr PREMIER : 1 do not see why Vic-
toria, Park should not have it as well as
Subiaco ; and then we have not enough
water in this big tank, and we would want
another £100,000 to build a new reser-
YOIr.

Mz. IuuxagwortH : You would get more
revenue,

Tre PREMIER : 1 hope so; but this is
getting into big fizures—£400,000, where-
ns it was to be only £200,000. I may say
£400,000 is due already by the people of
Perth for their water supply ; so that the
outlay is getting to nearly half 1 million,
and it i1 a serious matter, the interest
being £16,000 a year at present, at 4 per

cent. The income is not more than
£20,000.

Hox. H. W. Vexx: The interest was nat
paid.

Tre PREMIER: B the monev had

been due to a bapk. the board would not
have thought of leaving the interest un-
paid. The chairman told me quite
cheerily, “We thought it was much hetter
to look after the water supply of the citvy,
and look after the people of Perth,
than to look after paying our in-
terest to the Government or to the
Savings Bank.” While there are
difficultiez, T propose to appoint a
board for a year, and I will think over
It i

them, though I do not know that the Gov- | difficult to get a board to be economical,
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and to do what we want ; But, at any rate,
we will do what we can. Before I sit
down I desire to say that if there is any-

thing in the report, or the questions I have !

asked, which is offenzive to the member
for the Canning, I regret it. These things
are taken down by the shorthand writer
when you ask the questions, and you never
see them again and revise them ; so you
really donot know « hat is printed, or what
the questions will look like when you see
them in print. I can assure the hon.
member T was satisfied it was not neces-
sary to call him, or I certainly would have
ealled him.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

At 6.29 p.m. the SpeARER left the chair,
At 7.30 the SreARER resumed the chair.

On the motion of the Premier, the
House resolved into Committee on ihe
Rill.

IN COMMITTRE, RBTC.

Bill passed through Committee withont
debate, reported without amendment, and
report adopted.

Bill read a third time, and transmit:ed
to the Legislative Council,

CEMETERIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by Mg. Soroxow, and read a
first time.
L]

MUNICTPAL INSTITUTIONS -ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL (STREETS).
Received from the Lepslative Touncil,
and read a first time.

BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Received from the Legislative Council,
and, on the motion of MR. MONGER, rea?
a first time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
Consideration resumed (from the last
sitting) at page 85.
Mixes Departuent (Minister, Hon, H.
B. Lefroy).
Vote, Mines, £89,882 10s. .
Mgr. HUBBLE, referring to item 10,
agked whether the warden of the Ashbur-
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ton goldfeld was to be dispensed with, as
his salary was provided for omly six
months,

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: Yes; the
intention was to abolish this office, as the
work could be carried on in the Gascoyne
and Ashburton districts by the two min-
ing registrars. The output of geld had
been only 9550z during the past 12
mnonths, and the revenue received from ghe
Ashburton and Gascoyne districts was
only £260 in the same period. There-
fore it was considered that to keep
warden at £500 a year, besides consider-
able expenses for travelling, would be ex-
travagance. While regretting that this
step was necessary, the circumstances re-
quired it to be taken, and until further 1e-
velopments took place, a warden would
not be necessary.

Mg. HUBBLE said he agreed with the
remarks of the Minister to a certain ex-
tent, and that the work could be done by
the two registrars. As far as Bangemall
was concerned, & battery was being
erected there, and would be working be-
fore Christmas.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: The re-
gistrar in each of these districts could be
made the acting warden, and the work
would be performed eeonomically nnd het-
ter.

Mr. MONGER: The salary of the war-
den at Coolgardie, £750, was ridiculously
smmnll. The salaries of wardens on im-
portant goldfields were totally inadequate,
and ought to be increased next year.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: The Gov-
ernment fully recognised the important
and onerous duties performed by war-
dens ; but it must be remembered that

¢ their salaries had been gradually in-
i creased year by year.

The warden at
Coolgardie had a salary of £750, an al-
lowance of £150, and a house. The re-
muneration was fair and adequate.

Mr. MONGER: The warden at East
Coolgardie, whose salary was £650, was
perhaps the most importent officer of his
class in the colony. Why was his salary
smaller than that of the Coolgardie war
den ?

Tee MINISTER OF MINES: When
framing the Estimates, the Government
decided that no salaries above £160
should be jncrensed this year. Thisprin-
ciple bad been adopted throughout all the
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departments, and for that reason fthe
salary of the worthy officer at Kalgoor'ie
could not be raised.

Hox. H. W, VENN: The wardens’ sala-
ries were high enough. With allowances,
they amounted to about £1,000 a year,
which was a magnificent salary to be paid
in & country with a population of 180,000
people.

Mg. Leagg: Undoubtedly. Even the
Miniaterial salaries were low enough.

Hox. H. W. VENN : The Government
had actually gone out of their way to give
high salaries to wardens, in order to place
them in a position of security and inde-
pendence. No further increases should
be rande.

Item, Reward to Mesars. Perrin and Hay
for discovery of coal at Collie, £100 each :

Mg. LEAKE: The Government were
ovidently misinformed in regard to
this item, inssmuch as the reward
was to be divided between two
gentlemen, while there was only one
discoverer, Why did Mr. Hay share in
the reward, when Mr. Arthur Perrin alone
discovered the coalfield, and Mr. Hay only

came in afterwards by arrangement with-

Mr. Perrin! All that Mr. Hay did was
to join Mr. Perrin in securing sotne land
on the Collie field. This was proved by a
memorandum fromm Mr. Hay to Mr. Per-
rin, dated 28th September, 1889. About
the same date, the two parties entered
into an agreement that, in consideration
of Perrin showing Hay the locality where
coal had heen discovered, Hay under-
took to take up 300 acres of land, and to
do one or two other matters. Such re-
wards should not be divided amoog the
general public.

Tur PremiBr : The amount was small,

Mr. LEAKE: But it was a matter of
importance to Mr. Perrin, who should
have the credit of being the sole dis-
coverer.

Mr. EENNY: There were evidently
two storiea of this discovery. That which
he had heard was that three men, one of
whom was Mr. Hay, went up the river
in that district and found coal by diving.

Tee PremiEr: Yes; Messrs. Heffing-
stone and Sloan.

Ms. KENNY: Having heard their
story, he considered that Mr. David Hey
was entitled to the veward, for he and his
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the amount offered as a reward, in mak-
ing the matter known and bringing in
coal to have it tested.

Hon. H. W. YENX: The Premier and
himeelf knew as much about this question
as anybody. There could be no shadow
of doubt that Mr. Perrin was the man who
first discovered coal in the colony. Mr.
Perrin was a squatter, and not being a
man of keen commercial instincts like
Mr. Hay, he did not at the time of the
discovery quite realise the importance of
it. For many years he never told a word
about it, but at last he communicated
with Mr. David Hay, who recognised the
importance of the discovery, and stimu-
lated Mr. Perrin. An agreement was en-
tered into between Perrin and Hay, and
they went away together. If there was to
be a reward for the first discoverer, Mr.
Hay’s name shauld not be bracketed with
that of Mr. Perrin; but Mr. Hay was en-
titled to credit for his energy in bring-
ing the matter before the public, and
going up there at personal expense and
trying to boom the discovery for him-
gelf. The lion’s share of the amount should
o to Mr. Perrin, and it should be A much
larger sum than that proposed on the
Estimates. The prohability was that the
deposit would last for all time, and would
represent millions upon millions of money.
In the future the coal would he absolutely
invaluable. Any man who read the his-
tory of coalfields in other portions of the
world would know the important part
coal was playing in New South Wales and
in England. Fifty or 100 years hence,
the name of the man who discovered the
coal here would be revered and respected.
A bhundred pounds was a paltry sum to
pay to the discoverer. If a sum was to
be given at all, it should be much larger.
There was something more than money in
a matter of this kind. Probably the firat
discoverer of gold in the colony was a
prouder man when he saw the great suc-
cess achieved by the goldfields here, than
he would have been if he’ had received
£5,000. We recognised that this was not
a time to offer to anyome a large
sum of money as a gratuity, and ha
fancied it would be almost better to ox
punge the sum altogether from tho Esti
mnates this year, and allow it to be carried

friends expended a great deal more than | on to better times, the Governr s then
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coming down with a sum three or four
times larger.

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): There was no doubt Mr. Perrin
was the first to discover coal upon the
Collie, and he kept it secret for a long time
until Mr. Hay got hold of the matter.
He took Mr. Hay up there, and they got
some specimens. From that time a good
desl of money had been spent relative
to the discovery, in trying to boom it.
He knew Mr. Hay himself spent a good
deal in not only taking up leases and
trying to sell them, but also in ¢aking
people to the locality. No one in those
days had any difficulty to get Mr. Hay
to take him out in his trap to the Collie
coslfield. No doubt it inight be said he
did se in his own interest, but still for all
that there was a public spirit sbout him
which we all desired to appreciste. In
regard to the amount, it was smell; but
on looking at the Estimates we found
that Mr. T. J. Cus, the discoverer of gold
at Cue, was very willing to accept an
honorarium of £100.

MR. TLLINGWORTH:
have £600.

Tae PREMIER: He was not entitled
to anything under the regulations, he
canse the Government had already paid
& reward for the discovery of the gold-
field at Nannine, or near Nannine, Then
there was Peter Lawler, the discoverer of
Lawler’s find, who was not entitled to
anything, but was glad to accept an honor-
arium.  While he (the Premier) agreed
with the member for Wellington (Hon.
H. W. Venn) that Mr. Perrin was the
first to find coal on the Collie, he still
thought Mr. Hay was equally entitled to
this small honorarium, for the exertions
he put forth in bringing the discovery
under notice, and for the great energy he
displayed. The amount was small ; but,
after all, he had seen Mr. Perrin, who ex-
pressed himself certainly not as dissatis-
fied, but as grateful for the comsideration
that was to be shown to him, He did
not know what Mr. Hay’s views were, but
doubtless he considered the sum small
Perhaps the term “reward” was not a good
one, “honorarinm” being better, Though
the amount was amall, the Government
gave it with a good grace.  The House
would not be doing wrong in passing the
item as it stood on the Estimates.

He would rather
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Mr. MORGANS: In connection with
the discovery of coal, he had been making
some inquiries, and found there were six
or seven persons in this colony who
claimed to have been the discoverers;
but, as far as he had been able to see,

' Mesars. Perrin and Hay were those who

were really entitled to the reward. The
others were more or less in the position of
Mr. Albert F. Calvert, who discovered
Australia, and then wanted to discover
Western Australia, but, after starting out
from Roebourne in a buggy for the pur-
pose, found he had forgotten to put any
tins of condensed milk in the buggy, and
had to turn back. ° He (Mr. Morgans)
agreed that the amount now proposed to
be paid was altogether inadequate, the
discovery of coal being of great import-
ance to the colony. He had been down
there himself, and taken samples of coal
and got them analysed. Although it could
not be said the coal was of first-class
quality, there could be ne doubt it would
play & very important part in the de-
velopment of the gold-mining industry,
and that it would also be used for in-
dustrial purposes.  One objection was
that it contained a large percentage of
combined moisture, the samples he saw
containing from 10 to 124 per cent.

A MewmpEr: What percentage of car-
bonf

Mr. MORGANS: The percentage of
fixed carbon, as far as he knew, was 40.

A MeuBEr: That was low.

Mr. MORGANS: But there were cer-
tain hydro-carbons. The coal was an
exceedingly good one for gemeral pur-
poses. For steam boilers it was exceed-
ingly good, and there was no doubt that
as the poldfields were developed, and the
timber within reach of the mines was
gradually destroyed, and it weas being
rapidly destroyed at the present time,
this coal would be valuable for the gold-
fields, and he supposed 2 large trade
would be done. No doubt Mr. Perrin
wau the discoverer of the first coal ; but
it was due to Mr. Hay’s energy that the
importance of the discovery was brought
to the attention of the Government, and
of other people interested in the deve-
lopment of the colony, and therefore
both of them deserved a great desl of
praise and credit. He hoped the Gov-
ernment would see their way not to
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make this a final payment, but that they
would on some future date, as the coal
became developed, give a further re-
ward.

Mr. LEAEE: Some years ago a re
ward of £1,000 was offered for the dis-
covery of coalfields, and really Mr. Ter-
rin was entitled to that amount.

Tee PreMiErR: Not at all The con-
ditions had not been complied with. It
would be necesgary to ship 5,000 tons.

[ASSEMBLY.]

!

Collie Coal,

ward for an export of that quantity was
a recognition of the value of the field;

and if it was proper to give a reward of
£1,000 upon an export of 5,000 tons of
conl, the Committee might recognise now
that a reward would be more fully justi-
fied upon an export of 200,000 tons, n

" which case a further sum might be paid

Mr. LEAEE: There was no inten- -

tion on his part to assert that Mr. Per-
rin could demand £1,000; but the faci
that such amount was pffered showed
the value the Government placed on the
discovery of coal. Mr. Perrin discovered
it many years ago, when he was stock-
hunting in that part of the country.
He (Mr. Leake) did not wish to deprive
Mr. Hay of £100, but he thought Mr,
Perrin was entitled to more than that
sum.

Mz Monger: What was the good of
talking? The amount as it stood could
nus be increased.

Mr. LEAKE: It was not fair to couple
the names of Mr. Perrin and Mr. Hay.
The man who made the discovery should
have the credit of it. An extract from
Mr. Perrin’s diary showed that Mr. Perrin
had, on September 24, 1889, first pointed
cut the locality of the find to Mr. H:y.
He (Mr. Leake) had alse in his possessiun
: copy of the sgreement [copy real] m
which Perrin agieed to show Hay (1w
lccality.

. Hay.

Hox. H. W. VENN augpested that, as °

the House did not perhaps at present
renlise the future importance and the value
of this coal, hon, members might agree
that, when a certain quantity of coal had
been exported, 200,000 or 300,000 tons,
or even ten times that amount, the value
of the field would have been sufficiently
proved to justify a further reward being

given, and in that case Mr. Perrin might .
be paid the balance of the money, say up .

to £800. _
Mg. MoxeEr: Was the hon. member in
order?
Hon. H W. VENN: This suggesticn

wag stimulated by the remark that a re-
ward was offered some years ago, and the
Premier’s statement that the conditions
were not fulfilled as to the export of 5,000
tons of coal. The fact of offering a re-

to Mr. Perrin.

Mz, LOCKE said he was sorry to heax
50 many persons giving all the credit to
Mr. Perrin and taking it away from Mr.
The real finder of this coalfield wasa
shepherd, who was some years ago mind-
inz sheep for Mr. Perrin at the Collie;
and he brought down some small sam-
ples, which Mr, Perrin kept for seven cr
eipht vears before the secret becam
known. When it became :inown, Mr.
Hay persuaded Mr. Perrin to =li:w him
where the coal was got; therefa-z the
whole credit for the discovery, or rather
fo1 the opening of the coalfield, wu- due
tr Mr. Hay, who with some oth.rs sjent
a lot of money and went to a rreat deal
of trouble to develop that field, witn ut
maoking a shilling out of it. Still, the
tield was opened now, and he hoped it
would develop a big industry. If any
credit wag due to Mr. Perrin, greater
ciedit was due to Mr. Hay and his party
for having opened up the field; and if
the Committee were disposed to give any
reward, they might divide it equally be-
tween the two parties.

Mr. DOHERTY said he had no idea,
until the latest information came before
us  of the great value of this national
asset ; and as he understood that tenders
for letting the Government coal-mine at
the Collie were to close to-day, it seemed
desirable that so valusble an asset should
he better known. Therefore it would be
well and in the interest of the colony to
defer the acceptance of any tender, until
the facts which had been brought out
were made known to the whole world, and
tenders invited upon them. The time for
accepting tenders should be extended.

Toe MINISTER OF MINES: Tenders
had been called for the leasing of the so-
called Government mine at the Collie, as
an area of coal land which had been deve-
loped to some extent, and to-day was the
time for closing of tenders. He did not
think that, after calling for tenders and
inducing people to make offers to the Gov-
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ernment, it would be fair to those persons
to extend the time for tendering, umless
the tenders received were found to be un-
suitable. The tenders at least should be
considered.  The Government mine at
the Collie was not the only coal land
which persons might take up on lease,
theugh it was an area which had been
partly developed, and for that reason the
conditions of tendering would be more
severe than for coal land which was not
g0 developed.

Mr. Douerry: The public had not had
an opportunity of judging, until now.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: The
member for Wellington (Hon, H. W,
Venn), while he was Director of Public
Works, had expressed the same views as
ha had stated to the Committee this even-
ing, and had expressed them in stronger
language. At the time hon. members
opened their eyes with astonishment at
the statemente of the hon. member for
Wellington. There had been every oppor-
tunity of advertising this fuel throughout
th2 world, nnd perhaps the remarks made
by the hon. member at the time spoken
of had drawn gome attention to the Collie
coalfield. The member for Wellington
theroughly believed in this coalfield, and
took a great deal of interest in it when
Divector of Works. [t was to be hoped
that in a short time the Government
would be able to accept tenders for leas
ing their mine, and that a good cuiput of
coal would be obtained,

Item passed.

Iten, Royal Commission on Mining,
£500:

Mg. KINGSMILL asked the Minister to
inform the Committee in what way
£4,931 had been spent on this Commis-
sion in the twelve months ending June
last, and how it was proposed to spend
the £3500 now on the Estimates?

Trne Premier said he feared all this
money had been spent.

Mr. KINGSMILL : Information was
also desirable ag to when the Commission
would cense their labours.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES : The
Mining Commission ceased their labours
some time ago.

Mz. Morax: What was the result?

Twe MINISTER OF MINES: The
result could be seen in the evidence and
the report of the Commission, now lying
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' on the table.
: curred in paying so much a day to the
' members of the Commission.

. Tae Presmier: Pick and ghovel men got
408. a day.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: He did
not see why those members of the Com-
mission who got 30s. a day should be
called working men, any more than other
members whe did quite as much work.

Mz. IuunewortH: Who fixed the 30s,
a day!

Tur MINISTER OF MINES : The
amount was fixed by the late Minister of
Mines.

Mz, ILawveworTtH : Then why blame the
people who took the fees]

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: To some
.members of the Commission 30s. o day
was paid, and to others £]1 a day. The
£500 on the Estimates was to provide for
further expenditure, incurred since the
close of the financial year.

Mgr. HUBBLE: This seemed an enor-
mous sum to expend on the Mining Com-
mission. At present there was s Com-
mission inquiring into the penal eystem,
and it was likely to sit for many months;
but he understocd the members of this
body received no payment.

Tus Premigr : That was the right way.
Mr. HUBBLE : Then why should
£5,000 have been spent on the Mining

Commission?

Tue Premier : That was a bad start,
and the Government were frightened after
that.

Mr. MORAN said he had bitterly op-
posed the appointment of this Commis
sion, which he regarded as & farce.
There were, no doubt, several good men
on the Commission ; but the appointment
of a commission was a miserable way for
the Government and Parliament to crawl
out of the responsibility involved in the
revision of the mining laws.

THE PrEMIER : It was not expected that
the Commission would last more than a
month.

Mz. MORAN: No doubt the people on
the goldfields were clamouring for &
change in the mining laws; but what
changes had the Commission recom-
mended? Changes that the House were
| not nrepared to accept. When thiz Com-

mission was appointed, eleven new mem-
bers had just been elected for the gold-

The expenditure was in-
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fields; and he hoped that never again
would an irresponsible Commission—se-
lected, God knew how!—be appointed
under the circumstances. Some good
had rezulted from the labours of the Coni-
wission, but certainly noi £3,000 worth
of good. The selection of gentlemen to
serve on the Commission’ was not, in
every case, calculated to inspire confi-
dence in their labours.

Tue PREMIER: When he was in Lon-
don last year, he was asked by telegraph
whether he would agree to the appoint-
ment of a mining commission.  There
was some little difference of opinion, even
amongst the Ministers, as to whether
such a commission was advisable; and
hiz reply to the telegram was that he

thought & commission would do no harm. -

But that reply was given uader great mis-
apprehension. It was then about July, and
Parliament had to meet in September,
and his impreszion was that the Commis-
sion would sit only until Parliament met,
and then present their report. His idea
was that nothing but geod could result
from a report from such experienced per-
sons as he understood would be ap-
pointed on the Commigsion, in view of the
contemplated mining legislation. e
. had no doubi the late Minister of Mines
also expected that a shert report would
be presented by the Commission in a
month or six weeks. But the Commis
sion sat fourteen or fifteen months, in-
volving an expenditure of £5,008 ; an ex-
penditure which was very much against
the wishes of the House, and certainly
against his own wishes. Had he had any
idea the Mining Commission would have
cost so much, he would not have agreed
to its appointment.

Mr. MORGANS: As a member of the
Royal Commisgzion on Mining, he might
be permitted to say 2 word in reply to
the remarks of the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran) and the member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth). The
Commission had never had many friends
in the House. Some members of the
Commission had received payment for
their services, but he was one who, from
beginning to end, had not accepted, and
never intended to accept, any remunera-
tion. There was a certain amount of
bitterness in the tone of the member for
Enst Coolgardie, and also in the tone of

[ASSEMBLY.)
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the member for Central Murchisen, who
had described the Commission as “a
white-washing machine.” Well, he (Mr.
Morgane) would adinit that the Commis-
sion was “e white-washing machine,” be-
cause its object wag to “whitewash” an act
of the two hon. members in establishing
in this country a dual title which Parlia-
ment felt obliged to wipe out.

Mz. OLpHay : Was it worth £5,0007

Mr Iiumvcworta: The point could
have been gettled witbout a whitewashing
machine,

Mr. MORGANS: The abolition of the
dual title would be worth millions to this
country. If it had not been for the Com-
migsion, it is doubtful whether ihe Gov-
ernment would have had the necessary
information at their disposal, to jusufy
them in bringing in & measure for ke
abolition of the dual title.

Me. ILuivoeworte: They had that in-
formation before the Commissicn was
appointed.

Mr. MORGANS: The member for
Central Murchison hed talked about the
labours of the mountain bringing forth
“a measly mouse.” But the result had
been a very long report, and evidence had
heen taken from every class of the mining
community in this colony, with regard to
all-important mining questions.

Mr. InuiveworTH: Andithadall heen
rejected.

Mr. MORGANS: Noj; not all.  Oze
very important feature of the investira-
tion was as to this question of dunl tile,
and there was a consensus of opinion that
the dual title was not only bad, bu:z im-
poseible. The House had acted on 1ue
results of the labours of the Mining Com-
mission, and it was to be doubted whether
Parliament would bave gone a: far ae
they had, in legislating on this point, had
it not been for the investigations of the
Commission.

Mr. Morax: Oh, yes.

Mr. ILLixeworTH: There would have
been legislation, if the Commission had
never been appointed.

Mer. MORGANS : It mighi be supposed
that his (Mr. Morgans’) opinion was
worth semething in this matter, He at-
tended n large number of the meetings
of the Commission, and one thing that
struck him during the whole course of
the inquiry was the marvellous econ-
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census of opinion that it was impossible
for the miming industry to succeed while
this dual title obtained.

Mr. Morax: Was there unanimity on
that point!

Ma. MORGANS: Yes; and even repre-
sentatives of the Workers' Association re-
garded the dual title as impossible, There
were many other points of importance
dealt with during the investigations of
the Commission, including the gquestion
of the responaibility of mine owners. It
was true the House had not acted on the
advice of the Commission in this matter,
because the point did not come within the
scope of the Bill which was introduced.
But when complete mining legislation
came to be undertaken, the labours of the
Commission would be found of the greatest
possible value. In having a Mining Com-
mission Western Australia was simply fol-
lowing the example of Queensland. In
that colony a commission was arnointed,
which cost & great deal more than the
one under discussion, and it obtained
more information, with the result that the
Government of Queensland were able to
pass a mining law which they dared not
have introduced except with the advice of
the commission, The result of the Queens

land Mining Commission had been to-

completely change the principles upon
which the mining laws of that colony
were based. One striking instance of
this was that the area of leases had been
altered from six or twelve acres to 50
acres, and the labour conditions altered
from one man to one acre, to five acres
for one man. These alterations were
carried out under the advice of the Royal
Commission ; and, having regard to the
bitterness in the remarks of the member
for East Coolgardie, it was right there
should be some defence of the Commis-
gion in this colony. It was his conviction
—and he was certain that it was the con-
viction of all men who looked at this
matter with an wnprejudiced eye—that
notwithstanding the fact that this Com-
mission had cost Western Australia a
little over £35,000 the money had been
very well spent. The evidence taken on
the alluvial question was of the greatest
possible value to this country, and not
only guided us in our legislation on this
question when the amending Mining Bill
wag before us, but it had been the means
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of shaping the opinions of a vast number
of people. [t was not to be supposed that
any one would wade through the whole of
the evidence which had been taken by the
Coinmission, but hundreds of men since
that evidence had been printed had been
abe to gei information on questions which
they could not obtain before. The evi-
dence taken by the Commission on the
question of the dual title and the allu-
vial question, the definition of leases, and
other matters, was well worth the sum
paid for it. No party of goldfields mem-
bers in the House, unless they had been
appointed n Commission, could have ob-
tained the evidence which was collected
by the Royel Commission. We bhad no
power to call mine managers and investi-
gate into their thoughts to find out what
were their opinions on mining questions.
Therefare the only practical way possible
to get this information was by means of
a Royal Commission. If other members
of the Commission chose to give their ser-
vices gratis he would not have minded,
but he gave his services gratis with grea$
pleasure. It was not convenient to
everybody to give their services gratis,
and it was not every one who was in a
position to afford it. He (Mr. Morgans)
could ill afford it himself, but he did give
his services gratis, and he believed some’
other members of the Commission did so
also. Tt could not be expected that those
memberz of the Commission representing
workers’ associations, alluvial associa-
tions, and other bodies could give their
servicey gratis to the country. He hoped
this Commission, which had done really
good work, would have no further re
marks made in regard to it of a deprecia-
tory kind.

Mg. MORAN: So far ag he was con-
cerned, he would never speak in bitterness
or anger again of the Commission. Tt
was a8 dead as Julius Caesar. Reguiescat
in pace.

Item passed.

Item, Superintendent of Public Bat-
teries, £400:

MRr. LEAKE: The Minister estimated
te received £10,000 as the gross income
from publio batteries. According to the
estimnte of expenditure an amount of
£10,600 was set down to be spent, so that
there would be a loss of £600, and of
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course the interest on the £30,000 voted

last year.

Tur PreEsigg : The Govermment did not
spend the £30,000 ' last year—only -
£1,997.

Mn. LEAKE: It was evident the pub-
lic batteries were not going to be the pay-
ing concerns it was thought.

Tue Premier: That was not known
yet.

Mg, LEAKE: Perhaps the Minister of
Mines could give the Committee a little
information about how many public bat-
teries were going to be erected, what was
the amount of labour employed and
whether the batteries were erected in
mining centres where other batteries
were at work, or whether they were
erected in districta which were free from
batteries,

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: Hon.
members would notice that £10,000 wa.
set down for the expenditure on publi
hatteries for this year, and £10,000 w:s
set down as the revenue. These bat®: log
had not been tried yet, and this ama.aut
was purely an approximate estimate., He
hoped the batteries would more than pay
for the amount of labour expended on
them, and pay the interest on the money.
The Government did not desire to make
money out of the batteries, but it wasa
desired that the batteries ghould pay the
expenses and the interest on the cost of
eonstruction. The Government did not
desire to derive any direct benefit. If the
batteries would pay working expenses and
a fair interest on the cost of construction,
gc as to allow for wear and tear, the colony
would bhave derived a great benefit. The
Government had only one battery work-
ing at the present time, that was at Norge-
man. The battery was purchased on the
spot, and consequently there was no
time lost in the erection of that
battery and in the calling for ten-
ders for it and for its erectiom.
This battery was in working order,
and he was informed working succesafully.
The Government charged for crushing at
thias battery 13s. a ton, and there were
only four men employed. He hoped that
as time went on the Government might be
able to get the leaseholders, the claim-
holders and others to bring ore to he
crushed and feed the batteries, so that

Public Bafteries.

for that work. It might suit the owners
of the ore to do this. The Government
proposed to meet the public in every pos.
gible way. The price of crushing in many
instances would depend on the cost of the
work. In some districts water was more
difficult to obtain, and consequently was
more expensive, while in other districts
firewcod was more difficult to get, and in
these districts the expense would be
greater. The Yalgoo battery the Govern-
tient expected to have erected and ready
for working, almost immediately. There
were prospects in the districts where bat-
teries were being erected which were most
encouraging. More attention was being
paid to working leases and taking up
lenses, where batteries were being erected
and arranged for, than hitherto. Inevery
instance a most careful examination was
made and every information was ohtained
before the erection of a battery was de-
cided upon. The object had been not to
interfere with private enterprise more
than was possible. These batteries were
now in an experimental stage, but he
hoped in 12 months time to be able to
give a good account of them. Every at-
tention would be given to see that bat-
teries were conducted economically, and
‘in the interest of the public. The super-
ictendent of batteries had taken a warm
interest in this matter, and he (the Minis-
ter of Mines) intended to keep in touch
with everything going on. At the end of
Lhe year it was expected that eight bat-
teries would be in full working order. At
present we had only one battery working,
but the Yalgoo battery, which waa only a
G-head battery—but it was a Unit battery
which did more work than a 10-head bat-
tery—was expected to be ready for work
almost immediately, The Bulong battery
would shortly be at work, and batteries
were being erected at Yerilla., Tuckanarrn
and other places. At Tuckanarra the
lersees and claimholders were getting all
the ore ready so as to supply the battery
when it was in working order. Every
month now fresh betteries would be in
full working order. He hoped to show no
loss on the working of the batteries.

Mr. EKINGSMILL : While joining
heartily in the good wishes of the Minister
in regard to public batteries he hoped the

. hon. Gent]eman would turn his attention
there would not be any outlay in labour ] in some slight degree in the direction of
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bonuses for the erection of batteries,
Bonuses had actually had s better effect

[26 QctosER, 1898.]

than the erection of public bat-
teries. Some few months ago, after °
the public batteries which were
now in course of erection had been

decided om, a bonus was given for a
battery on the Pilbarra field, and al-
though the plant for private individuals
~—not for the Government—tock an ab-

Public Batteriea. 2571

the thing, and the revenue would only
pay for the labour. )

Tre IFremmr: The start of the enter
prise would be expensive. It was esti
tated that the inception of the scheme
would not prove so prosperous as its
future developments might be expected

" to do.

normally long time to erect, this battery

was now crushing stone, yet nome of the
publio batteries decided upon by the Gov-
ernument were in that position. The pub-
lic battery scheme was a desirable one,

yet he could aot congratulate the Gov- .

ernment on the expedition which they had
shown in getting the batteries into work-
ing order.

THE PREMIER:
member's battery?
tion?

Mr. KINGSMILL : It wos working very
sntisfactorily, and illusirated the differ-
ence between private enterprise and Gov-
ernment work. The Minister should turn
hiz attention to the advisableness of grant-
ing bonuses, in some instances, for the
erection of public batteries by private in-
viduals,

Where was the hon.
Was it yei in opera-

' the Canning.

Mg. WILSON : The easy-going methods -

on which the Estimates were drawn up
were remarkable.  There was an esti-
mated revenue from public batteries of
£10,000; and on the other side it was
proposed to expend, for temporary labour
in respect of such batteries, a sum of
£10,000. Thus all the revenue was to
re expended in temporary labeur.

Tre Mmaster oF Mines: Nonsense.

Mr. WILSON: When the question of
public batteries was discussed in the
House, there was a unanimous expression
of opinion to the effect that such bat-
teries would pay handsomely. But, at
the outset, it appeared that a loss of
£600 per anpum was to be made, to say
nothing of interest on capital,

Mz. Morax: That was only for the
first year.

Mg. WILSON: To compile this esti-
mate properly, a fair margin for depre-
ciation and for interest on eapital should
be allowed, and, if desired, a nargin for
profit. But apparently the batteries were
to be worked for the honour and glory of

|

Mr. WILSON: The Estimates, if
dravn up on that principle, were unreli-
able. He did not believe in public bat-
teries as Government concerns. Prob-
ably they would be “to let” shortly, as
the Government condensers were asome
some time ago. The estimate was false,
and calculated to mislead the Com-
mittea.

Mg. KENNY gaid he had never listened
to anything more unreasonable than the
gpeech just delivered by the member for
Here was an undertaking
started with the express consent and at
the wish of the Assembly, originating
with the goldfields members, and sup-
ported in every way by the Government.
Though only one battery had been erected,
the hon member wanted to know where
all the profits were coming from. The
hon. member should recollect the old pro-
verb, “Let the cobbler stick to his last ;”
for, though the hon. member doubtless
knew much about the timber industry, he
was all at sea in spesking of mining
matters. The Government had never ex-
pended public money in a more laudable
or more reasonable enterprise than this,
or ome which had a greater prospect of
success.

Tae PREMIER: And it would give the
peor man & chance.

Mr. KENNY: Undoubtedly. Through-
out this colony there were men who had
been working their claims for the last
four or five years, with ne possible chance
of reaping a reward unless an oppor-
tunity were afforded them of crushing
their stone. It had been conclusively
proved that, on the majority of the
fields, it was not gold that was wanting,
but the power of crushing the stone. If
the Government of Queensland could
spend £150,000, as they did last year, in
bonuses, and in erecting machinery for
crushing sugar cane, surely this Govern-
nent was justified in spending £30,000
or £40,000 to assist the prospectors of
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the colony to crugh their valuable stone,
His (Mr. Eenny’s) distriot was an exoel-
lent object lesson. The Government had
wade arrangements for the erection of a
public battery. No sooner was the con-
tract let than the population doubled ;
the output of stone had more than
doubled, and, on the Government survey-
ing a townsite of some 80 lots, 60 out of
the 80 had been taken up. If such an
impetus could be given to one centre by
the expenditure of £4,000 or £5,000 on
9 public battery, the Government wag
warranted in carrying out the scheme.
The Minister was to be congratulated on
the appointment of Mr. White to super-
intend the erection of public batteries.
This ofticer, who came from Victoria, was
a practical, hard-working, and thorough-
going man, who, while he continued to
be supported by the Minister as he was
at present, would ensure the caTying out
of this work in such a mapner that it
could at no time involve a loss to the
country.

Mr. MORAN: The Minister should
take care, before starting any battery, to
secure a good water supply. It was not
clear that this question was receiving
sufficient attention. To start a battery
with insufficient water would do a district
more harm than good, by exciting false
hepes,

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: The
first step to be taken was to get water,
If sufficient water was not available, no
battery would be erected.

Item passed.

Other iteme agreed to, and vote put
and passed.

Geologicd! S@wey, £5,001:
Item, Incidental expenses, £600:

Mg, LEAEE: There was 2 similar item
in the mines votes for £4,000, and further
on in the eame vote an item : “equipment,
covveyance and repairs, £2,000.” Th:zse
itema totalled some £6,600.

Mr. Morax: The Government geolo-
gist had to do a considerable amount of
travelling.

Mgr. LEAEE: But this was not for

travelling expenses, which were distinetly
! for the Ashburton (Hon 8. Burt) ceased

provided for apart from these items.
Could the Miniater give some information
on the subjest?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Drafting of Bills.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: Two of
the items mentioned by the hon. member
were in the vote already passed. The
item in the present vote included sundries
in the equipment of the Government
geologist and other necessary expenses.

Mg, Loage: Why separate them? Why
make three separate items?

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: The
acounts of the geological survey depart-
ment had to be kept separately.

Item passed.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Mines Department votes were thus
completed.

ATrorNEY  GENBRAL'S  DEPARTMENT

(Minister, Hon, R. W. Pennefather),
Vote, Crown Loaw Officers, £3,090:
Item, Law and Parliamentary draughts-

man (two months), £100.

Mr. LEAKE: It was evidently pro-
posed to abolish this office.

Tue PreMiBR: [t had been abolizhed.

Mr. LEAKE: That acounted for the
bad drafting of Bills, and for the work of
the session being prolonged, and for many
other things. Nothing would tend to
economy more than good Parliamentary
drafting. Unless this work was properly
done and Bills were carefully prepared,
the Parliamentary session must necessar-
ily be prolonged.

Tae Prepmer: Certainly there had
been plenty of work to do this year.

Mr. LEAEKE: And nobedy could com-
pliment the Government upon their Par-
linmentary drafting, this session.

Tue PreMigr: What Bill did the hon.
member refer to?

Mg, LEAKE: To no particular Bill.

Tge Premier: The Bills had hardly
been touched by the House, which showed
that the drafting was satisfactory.

Mr. LEAKE: The Premier did not
understand the subject. What could the
ho: gentleman know about Parliamen-
tary drafting? It was werk for a specia-
ligt.

Tue Prewmser: What Bill had been

i badly drafted?

MR. LEAKE: Ever since the member

to be Attorney General, the Bill draiting

; hal not been good.
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Tee Presmier: The Parliamentary
draftsman had done it up to the end of
August.

Mg, LEAEE: It was desirable to get
the best man possible; and if £1,200 a
year was paid to the occupant of
the office, the money wonld not be
wasted. It waes necessary to have a man
who was not only a sound lawyer, but who
was able to wield his pen. The drafting
of a Bill was one of the most difficult
things & man could tackle. If we had
our work properly prepared, it would be
better understood, and we could get
threugh it more quickly.

Hon. H. W. VENN: In past years, the
drafting of Bills troubled members very
much ; and it would have troubled them
a very great deal more but for the ser-
vicer of the member for the Ashburton
(Hon. S. Burt), whose asgistance had
been doubtless of immense value to the
country end to the House. But it was
impossible for us at all times now to
conunand the services of that pentleman,
though ne doubt he had rendered valu-
able: service to the QGovernment even
during this session. At any rate,
whether this was so or not, the import-
ance of such an appointment as that of
Parliamentary draftsman could not be
too highly estimated. Such an appoint-
ment was, he believed, in existence in
nearly all the other colonies.

Tee Premier: No. .

Mgr. Moray: The Premier of South Aus-
tralia was his own draftsman.

Tae Premier : In South Australia, they
had not a Parliamentary draftsmen.

Mr. Lrage: The work was distributed,
in South Australia, amongst the barris-
ters, .

Hov. H. W. VENN: A gpecialist was
required for drafting Bills It was not
every lawyer by any means who was good
at Bill drafting. Without making any re-
markes as to the Bills that had been placed
before members this session, he thought
the House should express a very strong
opinion that it was absolutely inexpedient
for the office to be abolished,

Mg. Morax: Was the present man any
good 1

Hox. H W. VENN: There was no man
now, apparently. The House shouid say
in the most decided manner they were
anxious and willing to place a sum on the
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Estimates for a competent man to occupy
this position.

Tue PREMIER: It was very difficult
for the Government to please some people.
During the last few years we had had a
Parliamentary drafiaman, who was a very
competent - lawyer, and was once in
office in South Australia. Many mem-
bers were continually complaining, during
the years we had o Parliamentary drafts-
moan, of the way in which Bills were
drafted. It had been a source of annoy-
ance to the Government that s0 many
complaints had been made, especially by
lawyers in the House. Both in the Upper
House and in this Assembly there had
been many complaints. He knew Dr.
Smith, the Parliamentary draftsman, to
be thoroughly competent; but of course
he (Dr. Smith) could not tell what we
wanted unless we told him; and appar-
ently the Parliamentary draftsman
had to find out for himself a good
deal that was required, for he could not
always have at his elbow someone to state
exuctly what was wanted. That gentle-
man was acting as Commissioner of Titles
at o salary of, he thought, £375, and as
draftsman at £600 a year. He was sure
the complaints that were made gave Dr.
Smith a good deal of annoyance, and he
(the Premier) thought it an opportunity
for retrenching a little. Of course he
(the Premier) knew nothing about it, as
the hon. member said: but he might as-
sert that we had never had so little trouble
as this year withrégard to our Bills. We
had passed them with greater ease than
€Ver.

Mg, Leage: The Government had not
passed any Bills of value, except in regard
to financial matters.

Tue PREMIER : There waa the Health
Bill. He believed we had in the Govern-
ment service at the present time gentle-
men quite competent to draft Bills. In
bis opinion, the Secretary of the Law De-
partment was a good draffsman.

Mz. Leake: He had not the time.

Tus PREMIER: Yes, he had the time.
The Gold Mines Bill placed on the table
of the House, was drafted by the Secretary
of the Law Department. That was a well-
drafted measure. No one ever com-
plained of that drafting, although people
found fault with the substance,

A Meuser: And the drafting too.
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Tug PREMIER : No one expressed him-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Drafting of Blls.

Mgr. LEAKE: That was one of the ad-

self as dissatisfied with the drafting. As 1 vantages we possessed, the opportunity of

he had =aid, he believed the Secretary of
the Law Department thoroughly compet-
ent to draft Bills. By and by some other
arrangement might be made. There was
no reagon why we should not have some
Bills drafted by barristers here—those
whe had perbaps special knowledge—the
same as was done in South Australia. At
any rate it was very difficult to get one
man to please everybody. But, for his
own part, he thought there had been less
complaint in regard to the drafting than
for a long time past.

Horx. H. W. VENN: It was satisfactory
to know the Government would have the
services of the present Secretary of the
Law Department.

Tee Paemier: That gentleman had
drafted all the Bills this session.

Hon. H. W, VENN: The present ap-
pointment of the Secretary of the Law De-
partment wes a wise one, and it had the
approval of the House and the colony. At
the same time he would be also invaluable
for this other position ; and the question
was whether he would be able to occupy
both posts with credit to himself and satis-
faction to the House.

Mz LEAEKE: As to the professional
attainments of the gentleman who occu-
pied the position of Secretary of the Law
Department, he had the profoundest re-
gpect for him. He could not speak too
highly of him as a professional man, and
the Government were fortunate in havin
secured his services. He (Mr. Leake)
knew him privately and professionally,
and a more couscientious worker it was
impossible to find. That gentlermnan was
& thoroughly sound lawyer., But that was
not the point. He had departmental
duties to attend to, and he could not per-
form the duties of specialist in Bill draft-
ing in addition. The same remarks ap-
plied to Dr. Smith, who was Acting Com-
missioner of Titles. The first duty of a
man, to draft a Bill thoroughly well.
wae Lo master the details of the law upon
the subjects under review. Then he had
to sit down and thoroughly fhink out his
subjeet, put the Bill into skeleton form,
and subsequently build it up by degrees.

Tue Preurer : Copy it from some other |
couptry.

|
|
i

I
'

copying, and that was where the Austra-
hians had a great deal to thank the mother
country for, because our laws were assimi-
lated as nearly as possible to the laws of

the United Kingdom, and consequently

we had the benefit of the drafting in the
Imperial Parliament. No member would
deny that in the mother country they had
an enormous staff of highly paid and
highly qualified men, and if it were not
for the assistance we were able to obtain
from the Imperial Drafting Department,
we should hardly ever see a Bill pro-
duced fit to read. Fortunately there was
a lot of what we might call the scisors
and paste business. In all cases Bills had
to be adapted to suit local requirements,
and local law. A knowledge of the local
law was the first essential ; ability to ex-
press one’s seli being anoﬂ:er He did
not wishto say anything unkind against
the officere in the Crown Law Department.
He knew them, and was aware they
were men of ability. He said, give these
officers fair play. Let them confine them-
selves to the work that was required of
them, and let us have s Parliamentary
draftsman who could devote hie whole
tim=to the duties. If we had a Bill badly
drafted, the lawyers, if they felt inclined,
wauld get it and back it to pieces, amend-
ing it time after time, the result being that
the printing office would be kept going for
days and days. Expense was incurred by
indirect cost to the country in relation to
the printing office, the waste of time of
clerks, and go forth, But if a Bill was
properly drafted, there was no necessity
to hack it to pieces. He was speaking of
a subject he knew something about, al-
though he did not profess to be a Parlia-
mentary draftsman. He would not under-
take to draft a Bill even if he got a bun-
dred guinea fee, simply because such work
was not in his particular line. If a man
were appointed who could devote the whole
of his time to drafting, good and eatisfac-
tory work would result. He felt himself
capable, to a certain extent. of criticising
auch work when he saw it, but it was an-
other thing to be able to do the work him-
self. Tt was the work of a specialist to
draft a Bill properly, and if a man were
engaged, as he had said, to devote the
whole of his time to it, Bills would be well
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drawn, and, what was gtill more import-
ant, Bills would be on the table early in
the session,

Item passed.

[tem, Law booke for law officers and
magistrates, £200:

Mr. PHILLIPS: Newly appointed
magistrates had complained that they
were unable to get law books. What
steps did the Government propose to take
to supply the wants of those magistrates?

Twe PremiEr :  If every honorary magis-
trate appointed required law books it
would be a great charge on the Govern-
ment,

Mg. PriLups: Magistrates in outlying
districts were alluded to.

Toe PREMIER: If gentlemen ac-
cepted the position of honorary inagis-
trates, they might provide their own
books.

Item passed.

Other items agreed to, and the vote put
and passed.

Supreme Court, £11355 135, 4d.—
agreed to.

Dfficiul Recelver in
Curafor of Intextute Fetater,
agreed to.

Stipendiary Magistracy, ££8,606:

Item, Witnesses and jurors, payment
of, £4,500:

Mer. LEAKE: This item, he took it
referred to witnesses and jurors and
courts of quarter gzessions, Had the
Government formulated any schenie
whereby circuit courts were to be estal-
lished in the goldfields and other dis-
tricts, so ag fo avoid the pecessity for
local magistrates dizcharging the higher
functions of judges! Esumable as wagis-
trates were, their training did not qualify
them to administer the criminal law in
its higher brapches, nor could they be ex-
pected to conduct a trial with a jury. Tn
many instances, although there were some
exceptions, magistrates did not know
mwuch more than the jury whom they
charged. It justice were administered hy
duly qualified judges, at any rate in the
chief centres of population on the gold-
fields and elsewhere, the public would de-
rive much benefit, and satisfaction would
be expressed. Whenever he travelled he
heard on all sides questions as to when
circuit courts were to be established, but

Baukrnuptcy wnd
£2.795—-
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not being & Minister he could give no satis
factory answer.

Mr. MORAN: The remarks of the
member for Albany (Mr. Leake) could ce
cordially endorsed. For many years peo
ple had been asking for district courts
such as were established in all the other
colonies, where law and justice were taken
to the people. In this respect the gold-
fields suffered great hardship. Wit
nesses were dragged down to Perth at a
cost which frequently came to twice the
amounts in dispute. No doubt the es.
tablishent of circuit courts would neces-
sitate the appointment of another judge.
because there were certainly not
enough judges to do the work at present.
It was really a bad thing for cases to 1z
held over g0 long, because uncertainty
killed business of all kinds.

Mr. KENNY: For years past outlying
districts had been calling aloud for n cir-
cuit judge. At the present time, there
were 30 or 60 cases waiting trial, chiefly
from the country, and this meant great
expense in keeping witnessea in town.

' Very often these witnesses were kept
" waiting days, only to find it was impos

gible for a case to come on. There ap-
peared to be some grave misunderatand-
ing in regard to this matter, inasmuch ax
the Government seemed to think that the
judges had not enough work, while the
judges themselves declared they were
worked to death. When a third judge
was appointed, it was understood Gerald-
ton would be visited, and Mr. Justice
Stone did @0 on ome occasion, and the
Chief Justice on another, but these were
the omly two visits paid to that centre.
This was a serious matter, which de-
served the attentivn of the Government.

Tre PREMTER : The judges no douli
had a good deal of work to do, but, after
all, this pressure was not going to con-
tinue for ecver, There was a block in the
railway traffic at Fremantle. hur that had
disapveared.

Mg. Leagg: This block in the law had
been going on for a couple of years.

Tue PREMIER: No; there was nota
block, but he quite realised the difficulty
of the people from ihe country in the al-
sence of circuit courts. The Government
would see what could be done, but it ap-
peared that ore judges were wanterd.
The three judges said they had more
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work than they could do, but he did not
know whether the country was prepared
to employ more judges.

Mr. Moran: Was there any hope of
getting another judge before next ses-
sion?

Toe PREMIER ., The Government did
not propose at the present to appoint an-
other judge.

Mr. Morax: Then it was not proposed
to have quarter sessions this year or next
year?

Tre PREMIER : The judges had power
to try cases at any place, and judges had
travelled on some occasions. That would
be done oftener but for the fact that
there was 80 much work in Perth and the
judges had not time. Judges had some-
times gone to Albany and Geraldton, and
he did not see why they should not goto
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie on occasions
when it would save expense. He believed
that members of the bar were opposed to
the idea of eircuit courts, because they
liked all the business in Perth.

Mg, Leage: No.

Mg. Moran: The bar were not the peo-
ple; at eny rate, a leader of the bar (Mr.
Lieake) was in favour of eircuit courts.

Tee PREMIER: The matter would be
brought under the notice ¢f the Attorney-
General, but there was a difficulty at the
prezent time in arranging for circuit
courts.

Mr. MORGANS: The September cases
in the court at Perth had not yet been
dealt with, and there were 50 cases on
the October list not yet touched, and it
was probable the November list would he
due before the September cases were
finished.  If this plethora of work was
allowed to continue the administration of
justice would shortly become a scandal.

Tae Premian: Like the railway block
at Fremantle.

Mr. MORGANS: This block in the
courts meant most serious inconvenience
to litigants. One case he knew of, in
which a poor man was interested, had
been pending for e whole year, and the
probable result would be that this man,
who had a splendid case, would simply
have to abandon his suit.

Trr Premier: Perhaps that would he
the cheapest thing the man could do.

Ma. MORGANS: Perhaps so; but at
the same time a man should have the

[ASSEMBLY ]
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right to approach the court of justice if
he so desired.

Tue Premmr: “The law’s delays,” as
Shakespeare had it.

Mr. MORGANS: The whole of the
pressure could be relieved by the appoint-
ment of one or more judges ; who could sit
in Perth when not on circuit. The expense
of bringing witneases from the goldfields
to Perth was something terrible. At pre-
sent & mining company was being sued in
court for damages for injuries received by
an employeein a mine. That case had been
pending for a considerable time, and the
company had had a whole lot of witnesses
in Perth for several days waiting for the
trin! to come on. The trial had now com-
menced, but the result would be almost
dizastrous to the company even if they
won, owing to the enormous costs. It

. would surely be possible to get a better

jury on the goldficlds than in Perth, to
try such a case.

Tue PreMier: One more judge could
not do all the work mentioned.

Mr. MORGANS: Then the Govern-
ment should appoint two judges if one
was not sufficient. Let the Government
appoint ome permanent judge and one
temporary judge until the strain of
work was over. Something must he
done, because, so far as the gold-
fields were concerned, it was almost im-
possible to go to law; and men who de-
sired to bave recourse to the law courts
ought to have facilities for so doing, with-
i a reasonable time and at a reasonable
cost.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: The cost of a
judge for the whole year was perhaps less
than £2,000. When we considered thatin
two or three cases the costs would amount
to that sum, the Government should re-
cognise that if we involved a considerable
number of the general public in loss it
was 8 loss to the whole country. Omne
judge could travel about the country at
the same cost as a simple jurymsan; he
wis speaking approximately. In having
tha cases tried in Perth, witnesses had to
be brought from all parts of the country,
which involved great cost and delay. In
consequence of the difficulties in coming
froin the various distriets in the country,
cases took a longer time to come to Perth.
If a judge went on circuit he could deal
with the cases, say in the Coolgardie die-
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trict, in one fortnight, and in another
district in another fortnight. At the pre-
gent time these cases were compelled to
come to Perth. There would be a saving
of time, in judges visiting the principal
centres of the colony. He hoped the
Government would take this natter into
their serious consideration, and remove a
great annoyance to the general public.

Mz, CONNOR: While sympathising
with what had been said about the ap-
pointment of another judge, he was sur-
prised that hon. members who had spoken
had confined their remarks to Perth,
Coolgardie, and Cue. We had had a
arectacle in this colony of an irrespon-
gible man appointed by commission to
try o man for his life. That was not the
right thing,

Tue Premier: It was a tribal murder
cuse, he supposed, and the sentence was
not enforced.

Mr. CONNOR: No doubt; but the
pewer was placed in the hands of an un-
qualified, irresponsible man to take life
away.

Tre Prexmiek: No; he could not take
life away, he only sentenced.

Mr. CONNOR: At any vate he con-
demued the inan to death.

Mr. Lesgg: The law did that. There
was no option but to sentence a murderer
to death.

Mgr. CONNOR : The fact remained that
a man, who was not qualified, was given
the power to sentence a prisoner under
the direction of the jury, to death. Either
a person accused of murder or some other
capital offence should be tried in Perth,
or a special judge should be appointed to
go round to the principal ports or the prin-
vipnl towns or centres in the North and
try these capital cases. He supported the
sugeestion of the member for Albany that
an additional judge should he appeinted
to visit the different centres of the colony.

Item pagsed.

Other items agreed to, and the vote put
and passed.

Land Triles, £8,345:

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : The reductions
made in this department were really to
the disadvantage of the public, as thiswas
a department which the people had to pay
for, and it was a department in which
retrenchment oucht not to take place. If
this department was paid for out of gene-
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ral taxation it would be a different thing,
but everybody who took a title to this de-
partment paid the cost of that title.

Tue PreMier: Nothing would be donw
to interfere with the efficiency of the de-
partment.

Mg ILLINGWORTH:
done already. .

Tue Premier: No; The registrar was
quite satisfied.

Mir ILLINGWORTH: A paying con-
cern should not be economised,

Vote put and passed.

Attorney General’s Department votes
were thus completed.

CoLoNIAL ~ SECRETARY'S
(Minister, Hon. G. Randell).

Vote, Office of Colonial Secretary,
£4,736:

Mr. WOOD : The office of the Electoral
Registrar in Perth wag situated in aroom
ar the top of a building, and the public
could not find the office. He (Mr. Wood)
had placed his own office at the dispasal
of the public for the registration of elec-
tora for two or three months past, on one
night a week, and 600 people had regis-
tered their names during that period. If
the Electoral Registrar had an office which
people could get at there would be no rea-
son to pive these special facilities in the
city for the registration of electors. The
Electoral Registrar’s office should be situ-
ated in a street office, in a convenient part
of the town. There was another point to
which he wished to refer ; the cost of rolls
was a large item during an election. Dur-
ing the last election he had to pay £20
for the purchase of rolls, which was tao
much altogether. A nominal charge of
2s. 6d. or 5s. should be made for an elec-
torn] roll. In the other colonies thig was’
done and proved a great convenience. He
hoped the Government would take into
congideration the placing of the Electoral
Registrar in some convenient position in
the city of Perth.

Tae PREMIER said he would look into
this matter. He did not know where the
Electora! Registrar’s office wag situated
now.

Mr. WOOD : Nobody else did.

Vote put and passed.

Mediral, £36,906 15s.:

Mer. LEAKE asked whether any fresh
arrangement was proposed in regard teo
the mnnagement of district hospitals. He

It had Dbeen

DEPARTMENT



2578 Annual Estimates :

had received n communication from Al-
bany in which he was told there were
rumours abroad that the Government as
sistance to the hospital there was to be
curtailed.

Tre PreExmiEr : It was a Government
hospital down there.

Mr. LEAKE: Government hospitals
were, he understood, to have the assist-
ance withdrawn, and the inhabitants of
the particular localities had to take charge
of the institutions.

Tue PREMIER : That was not so. Per-
haps some little economy was required,
that was all.  The public could take over
district hospitals if they liked.

Mk Leake: At Albany seamen and
foreigners had to be accommodated at the
haspital.

T PREMIER.: Perhaps the medical
departinent were trying to do something
in the way of reducing expenditure, and to
obtain contributions from the public. He
did not know whether this was due to a
request made by the Minister in charge of
the department, as should be done in case
where hospitals were under boards or in
eases of large hospitals, such as in Perth,
or in places where assiatance was rendered
by clubs or societies, as in Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie. There was an effort being
made in Bunbury to get contributions to
the hospital. Two bells were to be given
there, to which he had been invited to con-
tribute and to attend. In other places
there seenied to be no desire to take in-
terest in such local institutions. The
medical officer was trying to curtail ex-
penditure wherever possible, and to put
the hospital staffs on a footing sufficient
for the requirements of the institutions,
hut not in excess of requirements.

Me. MORAN: Would the Premier bring
under the notice of the Minister in charge
of the department the fnct that this colony
was paying from 50 to 150 per cent. above
ordinary trade prices for medical stores
and instruments !

Mr. Iuuxewonts: Hear, hear. The
Government were being properly “fleeced.”

Mg. MORAN szaid his information was
derived partly from a man who had been
selling instruments to the Government.

Tre Prewrer: Was the hon. member
referring to local_supplies 1

Mn. MORAN: The Government deslt
largely with a firm in the other colonies.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hospitals.

Tae Prmaer: Were not the supplies
imported from London ?

Mr. MORAN: A coansiderable quantity
was indented through a colonial firm.

Tue Prexier: That was probably at
the time the expenditure at the Coolgar-
die hospitnl was so large.

M. MORAN: An inspection of the
trade circulars would show that the colony
was paying far too dearly for its medical
sundries ; and, owing to the pressure of
more important matters, this leakage was
in danger of being overlooked, as was done
with regard to the Official Receiver’s
office. A few weeks age it would not have
Leen believed that such a state of affairs
as had since been revealed had continued
for four years undetected by the Attorney
General’s  Department. Some inquirs
should therefere he made inte this mat-
ter.

Tue Premigr: Undoubtedly. He would
take care to make a note of it.

Mr. LEAXE: What arrangement was
made at the Perth Public Hospital to se-
cure from patients payment for services
rendered?

Tue Preuier: The patients were all
supposed to be paupers

Mg, LEAEE: It often happened that
well-to-do men entered the hospital.

Tue PrEMiER: Such & men was not ad-
mitted unless it was a case of accident.

Mr. LEAKE: They were not found out
until too late. If a man were a pauper,
let him be trented at the public expenws;
but he had it on the authority of medieal
raen in Perth that some of the patients
were well able to pay. Frequently, aman
who fell sick was kept by a doctor in a
private hospital til! his funds were ex-
hausted, and was then sent to a public in-
stitution.  All patientsin a position to pay
ghould be under an obligation to do so.

Tue PREMIER: The Perth Hospital
was started as an institution for destitute

persons, and wealthv men, except in
cager of accident, were supposed to
g2 to private hospitals. The result

was that the whole of the expense of
the institution fell upon the Government.
Though the Perth hospital was well and
economically mannged, there had been ne
effort an the part of the committee to
oltain funds: and that state of affairs
was most unsatisfactory. He believed it
wis now proposed to do something in this
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direction, and he would do his best to
urge on the scheme ; for, if this vote was
exceeded, he certainly would not yive
more money if he eould help it this year.
That would put the committee on its
mettle. The Perth hospital cominittee
should take some steps to induce charit-
able effort.  When the institution was
handed over to a board, it was never in-
tended that the State should provide all
thz funds; the public wers expected to
contribute a certain proportion, so that
eventually the hoard should be elected by
suLseribers, and that the institution
should beeome self-supporting.  That
wia the intention, but it had not been the
result.  The public at Fremantle had con-
tributed something towards their hospital,
but the Perth people contributed nothing,
Several thousand pounds had recently
beer. obtained from the public for a
children’s hospital; but though he was
pleased to note that fact, he did not think
the proposed building was necessary, for
there was a children’s ward in the Perth
Hospital, which was nearly empty; and
that money might well have been contri-
i ted for the improvement of the present
institution rather than for building =
new ome. Throughout the colony there
was a disposition to saddle the State with
the maintenance of hospitals, and that
gyslem could not continue. The people
must do semething to support their hospi-
tals if they wanted them. Patients who
had money would not pay on their re-
ccvery, and frequently used subterfuges
for evading payment. It was not right
that the taxpayers of the colony should
have to provide hospital accommodation
for people well able to pay, and some
means must be devised to alter the
gystem. In the hoom times, every-
thing was done for everyone; and since
that period it was hard to ret anyone to
contribute to hospitals. The people in
the older and more settled districts were
even worse offenders than those on the
goldfields, which was saying a good deal ;
for they had been so long arecustomed to
hespitals being found for them free of
charge, that they cpuld not be induced to
pay. The Coolgardie hospital cost
£€15,000 a year; and the Kalgoorlie
hospital nearly as much ; and the public
contributions were very small, Tl
medical officers had their private prac-
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tices as well as their public duties, and
that was not a good system, because their
interests were divided. The matter was
surounded with difficulty ; but, when
afiairs became more settled something
might be done to eliminate existing evils.
Apparently, however, the hospitals, for
some time to come, would be an iomense
charge upon the State.

Hox. H.W. VENN: The question was
n. difficult to settle. Some years ago,
he moved in the House in this direction,
by odvige of several medical men, at
whose instance some excellent suggestions
were made, which, if adopted now, would
be of great value for the framing of re-
gulations. All that was required was to
have bhy-laws framed by the hospital
bcards, and to have them rigidly carried
oui.

Tue Premier: The boards wanted to
have the management, and wanted the
Government to find the money.

Hox. H. W. VENN: The hospitals
shculd be open to every man, whether
rick- or poor ; but all patients should be
subject to the rules and regulations of the
hespital, and should pay according to
tkose rules.

Tue PreMiER: A man who had no
nmcrey could not pay.

Hox, H W. VENN: Men who had
nothing at all were rare.

Mr. A Fomresr: Noj;
thousends of them.

Hown. H. W. YENN: A large number of
individuals in hospitals were able to con-
tribute something,

Tae Preyier: They would not do so.

Hox. H. W. VENN: If the boards did
their duty, there would be no difficulty.

Twe Premier: They would not do it

Hox. H. W. VENN: A little firmness
wage all that wns required. When n patient
was in the hogpital, it was not difficult to
find out all about him and his circum-
stances.

Tue PreMter: But as soon as he got
weli he was off.

Hox. H. W. VENN: Then go for him
by & process of law. It was absurd for
hespital authorities to allow a patient to
zo free becanse he was not anxious to pay.
Let them follow him up and insist on
the regulations being carried out. If
tha: were dome, hospitals would not be
such & burden on the State as they now

there were
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were. He felt sure that, if the House !
would put its foot down and say that .
necessary by-laws and regulations should
bo made, the amount granted by the .
Government would be soon supplemented
by subscriptions, and there would be no
difficulty. We were rather overdone with
hoepitals. The difficulty was not so great
that it could not be overcome.

Mr. HIGHAM: The public hospital -
system of this colony was framed for the
berefit of poor persons, and not for the
benefit of those who could pay. It was
unly enacted that personms should pay a
muintenance fee of 3a per diem. As to
the hospital with which he was connected,
a guinea a week was obtained whenever
possible. The preat mistake seemed to
be that no prowswn was made that per-
sons who were in a posmon to pay an
adequate amount, not only for mainten-
ance, but for medieal ettendance and
nursing, should do so. We had in Perth,
Fremantle and other places hospitals that
were a.credit to the colony, where the best
nursing and medical attendance could be
oltnined. Many persons in a position to
pry even five gwineas or six guineas a
week would prefer to go there rather than
obiain attendance and nursing in some
private institution or place, Only a few
weeks ago he heard that one of the lead-
ing profesional men in Perth desired to
go to the Perth Hospital, but because
he was in a position to pay, he was denied
admittance. The Act dealing with pub
lic hospitals required amendment, so that
people might be admitted whether thev
were in a position to pay or not. He was
nware that a certain amount of opposition
would be raised by those interested in
private hospitals.

Mgr. DOHERTY : If the Premier would
take a firm stand, he could reduce this
vote. Why did he not wipe oui the
hespitals at Dongarra, £150 ; Greenvugh.
£150 ; Mingenew, £150: Victoria Plaine.

£150; Newcastle, £236; Northam.
£4956; DBeverley, £283; Katanning,
£315. In the case of Ketanning, why

could not patients be sent to York?

Tre Premer: It was a long way.

Mr. DOHERTY: A Government doc-
tor, so far as his experience went, at-
tended to Government officials, and Gov-
ernment offictals only, Why did the Gov-
eroment say they wanted to cut thiz vote |
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down, and then not grapple with the ques
tion? In regard to haspitals surrounding
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, why should
not Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie be imade
the principal places, and the bospitals
surrounding those towns be wiped out!
Tt was necessary o have an Xot of Porlin-
ment whereby a district board would he
fornied, having control of the hospital in
the distriet; and a subsidy of lis. or a
pound could he given for every pound
collected in the district. T'he Govern
ment was not supposed to spoon-feed
evervbody. The Premier said this vote
was going to ruin the country, and, if that
were 50, the sooner the question was
grappled with the better. If o doctor
would not go to a pleee without Govern-
mwent aid, let the people pay for ame.

Tue Prexier : They would not, or they
vould not, do so.

Mz, DOHERTY: A Bill should be
brought in te have the thing put upon a
proper basgie. At present no one seemed
to have actual control of the thing. The
Government shovelled out the money, and
then it was shovelled out by those in
office without any great benefit being de-
rived by the people

Mz. A. FORREST: If the Government
subsidy to medical officers in country
places were done away with, districts in
the northern part of the colony would
have no doctor at all, and the same argu-
ment would apply to places in the inland
districts. He would suggest that the
Government should give informaticn rela-
tive to the acandal in the Coolgardie hos
rital, where thousands of pounds had been
spent irregularly. The whale staff of the
Coolgardie hospital was practieally fed by
the State. That was where retrenchinent
was necessary. Perhaps the smme thing
occurred in other districts as well. Tf we
wanted retrenchment, let us go to thovwe
districts where the expenditure was
£15,000 a year, and not take awny a hun-
dred a year subsidy from a country
doctor.

Mg. Douerty: The placez he had
enoken of were those surrounding large
hosnitrls.  He did not mention settle
ments far out in the country.

Mn. A: FORREST: The hon. member
said Katapping, Northam, and Beverlev.
Those places were a long way apart. Tt
was the wish of the country that the sick
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and distressed should be cared for; end
‘he House ought to agree io the vote. If
t was proposed to reduce the vote. then
shere oyght to be an inquiry made into
the management of big hospitals, in con.
aection with which it was alleged there
nad been illegal expenditure.

Mr. MORAN: No one would con-
:end that where there waz a re-
zular train gervice, involving only

4 journey of two or three hours,
sxpensive hospitals should be erected,
vhich were perhaps used only once or
twice a year when a surgical operation
vas required. The Government would
live for ever in the gratitude of every sen-
sible man for what they had done in the
way of providing hospital accommodation
on the goldfieids. In this respect the Pre-
mier had done more than any other Pre-
mier or public man; but at the same
time hospitals had been somewhat over-
done. It would have been far better to
gpend the money in belping the agricul-
tural interests in some other way than
erecting expenmsive buildings in every
small town. Much might be done to re-
form the present state of things in the
hospitals at Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie,
and other goldfields towns, and muck
more could be done by stopping extrava-
gant public expenditure in towns where
such expenditure was not required.

Mz, WOOD: The small subsidies of
£150 a vear, or thereabouts, paid to
medical officers in the country districts
were of great help indeed, especially in
places like Beverley where the population
wag gparse.  Some remark had been made
about paying patients, and no doubt the
Act contemplated pauper patienis; but
the by-laws of hospitals provided for strict
investigation before sny person was al-
lowed to enter: and in one or two cases,
people had been made to pay for the at-
teniion they had received. As to the al-
legations that hoepitals had to pay exorbi-
tantly for supplies, the fact was that usu-
ally these supplies were tendered for at
the lowest prices possible.

Mr. WALTER JAMES : Would the
Premier give some explanation as to the
Ceolgardie Hospital

Tra PreMier: What about 1

Mz. JAMES: The scandals.

THe Presier: What were they ?
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Mr. JAMES: The Premier ought to
know, because the hospitals were within
his department. The right hon. gentle-
man ought not to ask members to teach
him his business.

"Tue PrEMIER :
ber had woke up.

Mr. JAMES: The desire was to wake
up the Premier. There were rumours
abroad that the management of the Cool-
gardie hospital was a prowing scandal.

-Tue PreMigr: The matter was sub
Judice.

Mr. JAMES: Sub judice! Was it to
be understood, when complaints against
public officers were made in the House,
questionsy were to be burked with answers
like that 7

THeE Premigr: Let the hon. member
ask a question and he (the Premier) would
angwer it.

Mg. JAMES: The question was as to
the statements, or complaints, made in
reference to the Coolgardie hospital.

Tue Premer: Something more defi-
nite must be asked.

Mg. JAMES: The Premier wanted to
burk inquiry.

Tue Premisr : Not at all.

Mr. JAMES: What was sub judice in
connection with the Coolgardie hospitall
Would the Premier answer that?

Tue Prexer : Oh, no.

Mg. Moxger: The question was unfair,

Mg. JAMES : A protest must be entered
necinst this charge of unfairness by a
Liind Government supporter.

Tne PREMIER: The question of the
hon. member for East Perth (Mr. James)
would be answered.

Mr. Jaues: Thank you.

Tre PREMIER: Some statements had
been made which were not at all credit-
able; but to tell the House what these

Then the hon. mem-

statenients were might be casting
unjust reflections on persons, nnd
he had no desire to cast veflec
tions before he was positive.  Iofor-

mation bad been supplied by only one per-
son, and it had not yet been verified,
though the Crown Law Department were
making invegtigations. It would not be
desirable to make statements affecting
persons in a way which might not be jus-
tified when the full facts were known.

Mr. MONGER: It was unfair for any
hon. member to get up, and without evi-
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dence attempt fo cast aspersions on any
person. He (Mr. Monger} did not know,
nor did he care who the gentleman was
to whom the statements referred, but it
was unfair for a member, in discussing
the Estimates, to vent his spleen on any
person who might be interested in a par-
ticular vote. The member for East Perth
(Mr. James) had, in his usual grand style,
asked for an explanation which, under the
circumstances, to say the least, was un-
necessary. .

Mr. JAMES: Protest must on~¢moreke
made against the remarks of the nemicer
for York (Mr. Monger), who, as a mouth-
piece and a blind and unquestioning ad-
herent of the Government, desired to
burk inquiry. Such hon. members had
led the Government into the gross and
extravagant follies for which they were
responsible. These members sat behind
the Government, and gave it a blind and
unquestioned support, and they were
the men responsible for the position in
which the colony found itself to-day.
They burked inguiry into a public
scundal ; but a great deal of light might
be thrown, for instance, on the amount of
public money spent in a place called
York. Oun the subject befors the House,
h: (Mr. James) had asked a question, and
the answer given him by the Premier was
quite satisfactory; and the member for
Yorl: (Mr. Monger) was not justified in
making rash statements about any hon,
member “venting his spleen.” He (Mr.
Jumses) did not know the medical officer,
nor any of the nurses ar officials at the
Coolgardie hospital ; but there had been
rumours, about which some siatement
shculd be made in the House. That
statement he had asked for, and the satis-
factory reply had beem given that inqui-
ries were being made.

when it was the duty of the Government
to reorganise and rearrange this vote. The
position taken up by the member for
North Fremantle (Mr. Doherty) could he
quite understood, because the positions of
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without inflicting undue hardship. Peak
Hill was 120 miles from any town, the
nearest being Nannine. A medical
officer was sent to Peak Hill a short
time ago, and when _he left Perth
he was under the impression he would get
a small subsidy of £100 a year, but there
seemed to be no provision in the Egti-
mates for that subsidy.

Tre Premier: That subsidy was pro-
vided for under the head of “Grants to
hospitals on goldfields towarde salary of
medical officer—.£1,400,”

Mgr. KENNY: At Nannine the Govern-
ment had been good enough to erect a
small hospital, and appoint a medical
officer.  Unfortunately that wmedieal
ofhcer died, and his place had not
keen filled, nor any provision made [.r
filling it. A subsidy to a medical officer
in such places was really essential; but
in large centres, the Government mighc
congider the advisability of cutting down
ery enges.

M=z, ILLINGWORTH: The Govern-
ment were making a mistake in endex-
vouring to reduce, to a considerable w=v-
tent, the amount in regard to hospitals.
In ome particular case the Governmenat
were striking out £100 a year, which wa,
keeping a medical officer in a district. Al
Day Dawn there were 120 men at work
in the mine itself there. Day Dawn was
o centre, and the train service was of no
use for communication with Cue in case
of an accident happening at night time.
There was one train in the early morning
and another one late at night. The peo-
ple of Day Dawn had put their hands in
their pockets to maintain the hospital
there, and the Government had kindly
consented to give a subsidy of £100 to the
end of the present year, Tt was false

. economy to take away this £100 when it

Mr. KENNY: The time had come
+ in a district where there were 120 men

the various townships ought to be taken ,
* his life, in ali probability, would have

into consideration. Where townships
were within easy communication by rail,
it did seem like extravagance to supply
each town with a resident medical officer
and staff ; and the Government ought to

" been lost.

see where they could curtail expenditure ,

was the means of keeping a medical man

working at one mine, and a large number
of people residing in the district. {Inir
the other day the Day Dawn hospital was
the means of saving & mar’s life. If this
wiaps had been taken to the Cue hospital

When a district was prepared
to help to maintain a medical officer in
that district, it was only right that the
Government should give a small subsidy.
If there hiad been questionable practices
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in wonie parts of the colony, this should
n:t induce the Government to econowise
in a small item like this.

Item, Dispenser and olerk, Cue hospi-
tal, £100:

Mer. DOHERTY : This was az unneces-
saty item, and he suggested that if Le
struck out. Could not the medical officer
at the hospital do the work which this
officer performed?

Trae PREMIER: These hospitals must
have some one to look after the stores
and keep the accounts, and the resident
medical officer could not do the work, At
all the big hospitals there must be some
one to look after the expenditure and the
accounts.

Mgr. JAMES: There was no dispenser
and clerk at this hospital last year, ap-
parently.

Tes PREMIER : The money was pro-
vided and not spent.

Mr. JAMES: Then it was not required.

Tee PREMIER: Perhaps it would not
be wanted this year,

Item passed.

Item, Superintending medical officer,
Lunatic Asylum, Fremantle, £500:

Mr. HIGHAM: What provision had
been made to fill thia position? At the
present time the office was filled by the
resident medical officer at Fremantle. A
man was wanted who would give the whole
of his time and attention to the Junatic
asylum, the proper classification of the
inmates, and to re-organise a better sys-
tem in the asylum for the alléviation of
the unfortunates there. It was time that
something was done. This asylum was
overcrowded, and it must be manifest to
everyone that the inmates were not re-
celving the ireatment which they should
receive. Many inmates might he cured,
but through the wretched condition of
the asylum, they were condemned to a
life of lunacy.

Tee PREMIER: Negotiations were
opened through the Agent General for
the purpose of securing an officer to fill
this position ; but it was found that in
order to obtain a gentleman with the
qualifications the Government desired, a
sum of £750 or £800 a year would have
to be paid. The Government had an
opportunity of securing a good officer, and
the gentleman who was now head of the
agylums in New South Wales offered to
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select an officer when in England. Every-
thing was in readiness; but not having
a sufficient vote for the purpoge, and see-
ing that the Government were not able
to go on with the lunatic asylum which
it was intended to erect at Whithy, it was
thought wise to defer the matter, and the
negotiation fell through. A good many
men whe were nobt so very much insane
were removed to Whithy, and were em-
ployed there in farming and gardening,
and with considerable success.  These
men were more comfortable at Whithy.
By this means the number of patients was
reduced at Fremantle, and the existing
arrangements at the place would be car-
ried on for a little while longer,  Cer-
tainly it was inlended to ask Parliament
for permission to emgage a really good
man and & specialist so soon as the asy-
lum was removed to Whithy.  Seeing
that it was not possible this year to do
this, the Government had not provided
for this officer. He (The Premier) was
gorry the arrangements now in force at
Fremantle did not meet with the hon.
member’s (Mr. Higham’s) approval. No
doubt there were some sad cases there,
but he understood the arrangements at
Fremantle were fairly satiefactory at the
present time. As the position of the
asylum could not be changed just now, it
was not advisable to import a specialist.
How. H. W. VENN: The Gevernment
had been prompted to take steps in con-
nection with the removal of the Fremantle
Lunatic Asylum, by the action of Parlia-
ment on different occasions. If hon.
members were not able at the present
time to realise the necessity for prompt
and immediate action in the matter of
the lunatic asylum, he advised them to
take a trip to Fremantle and go through
the lunatic agylum there. It was several
years since ne (Mr, Venn) visited the Fre-
mantle Lunatic Asylum, but when he
had visited the place he was satisfied that
some new arrangements should be wmade
for the patients. This was one of the
most important subjects which could oo
cupy the attention of the Commitiee. He
had been informed that the condition of
the patients and the asylum was not much
altered from what it was when he paid
a visit to the institution; but certain
patienta had been removed to Whitby
where permanent buildings were to be
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erected. It was false economy on the

part of the Government to delay the ap- |

pointment of the best officer that could
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be obtained in the Australian colonies, or

elsewhere, for the position of superinten-
dent of the lunatic asylum at Fremaatle,
There should be proper supervision and
proper administration of the asylum. The
Premier recognised this. It was n year
or two since n servant of the Crown
was in charge of the lunatic asylum at
Fremantle. That officer had since died,
nnd there was a good opportunity now
for the Government to take time by Lhe
forelock and appoint the best man obtain-
able.  There should be no economy
connection with this appointment. The
Government should hasten as fast as pos-
sible with the erection of the lunatic asy-
lum at Whitby on the site already pro-
vided for the purpose.

Mr. CONNOR: It seemed rather out
of place for the hon. member to lecture
the Government on a subject which he
did not know much about. The hon.
member for Wellington (Mr. Venn) ad-
mitted that he knew nothing about what
he was saying, yet he lectured the Gov-
ernmeni because they had not done cer-
tain things. He would prefer to see
gome more definite statements made than
those which had fallen from the hon.
member.

Mr. HIGHAM: It was the Premier’s
duty to have put a medical officer in
charge of the Fremantle asylum.  The
medicnl officer at Fremantle had to at-
tend, not vnly to the Asylum, but to the
prison, to the shipping, and to Rottnest,
and could not possibly devote that at-
tention to the asylum patients which was
necessary.

Tue Presmier: He was a very active
man. ’

Mgr. HIGHAM : Undoubtedly he was;
Lhut too many duties were thrust upon
him. It was absurd, for the aake of
£300 a year, to deprive the patients of
their chance of cure.  An expert should
have Leen appointed imwediately after
the death of the late medical officer at the
asylum.  Such an officer would be of
great nassistance to the Government ip
planning the new buildings contemplated.

Item passed.

Item, Purchase of s.5. Waratah from
Public Works Department, £750:

Printing.

Mg. CONNOR: How was the value of
this steamer arrived at!

Tae PREMIER: Apparently the value
was fixed at the price paid for it.

Ma. LEAKE: How did this steamer
cowe under the heading of “Medical”?

Tue PREMIER: It was for the use of
wedical officers visiting the shipping.

Ttem passed.

Other items agreed to, and vote put
and passed.

Gaols, £30,606 12a. 6d.—agreed to.

Rottnest Establishment, £3,062 10s.:

Itens, Superintendent, £400:

Mg, CONNOR: What was the actual
galary paid te the superintendent, or
what would be the actual salary?

Tue Premier: £400.

Mr. CONNOR : Was that the total
amount.?

Tue PrEMmiER : There was a table allow-
ance of £350.

Iiem passed.

Other items agreed to, and the vote put
and passed.

Printing, £25,267 19s, 6d.:

Mz. LEAKE: Was there no chance of
reducing, this vote It seemed an enor-
mous sum, and did not represent the total
cost of Government printing. [t was
known that £10,000 was spent for Gov-
ernment advertising.

Tue Presier: That had nothing to do
with printing.

Mr. LEAKE : Tt had, indirectly. There
wns also a lot of printing douns by con-
tract, outside the Government office.
How much did such contracts amount to
apart from this vote?

Tue PrEmier: A great deal, unfortun-
ately.

Me. LEARE: No one could deny the
excellence of the work done in the Gov-
ernment printing office ; but the cost was
vul of proportion to the advaniages re-
sulting.

Mr. Moraaxs: The amount of printing
done was enormous.

M=. LEAKE: But the work was almost
tor good to look at.  Better have some-
thing useful instead of ornamental.
There were innumerable contracts let to
private printing offices and charged to
misceflaneous votes, and the actual cost
of the Government printing was unknown.
There seemed to be an increase in the
vote thin year.
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Mg. Moraans: The vote was higher last
Fear. : :

Tug PREMIER : Unfortunately, he was
unable to give the hon. member much in-
formation, and could only agree with him
that the printing was a very big item.
No doubt some saving would be effected
by the improved labour-gaving machinery
now under order. He had tried to reduce
the department, and was assured that the
retrenchment effected was very severe.
He hoped to make some investigation so
as to effect a further saving. This
wns now a large departinent, and the
ameunt of printing done, even for Parlia-
ment alone, was enormous. He did not
believe there was any great extravagance,
for neither the Governuent Printer nor
the Acting Government Printer was an
extravagant officer. At the same time,
the cost was very much larger than he
would like it to be.

Vote put and passed.

Reyistry, £4785—ayreed Lo,

Priendly Societies, £880-—agreed Lo

Charitable Institutions, £18954 1ls.
-—agreed to.

Government Gardens and Government
House Domain, £1,300-—agreed to.

Central Board of Health, £569-—
agreed to.

Educational, £56,495 —agreed to.

Postal and Telegraph, £274.864 8s.:

Mr. LEAKE: Was it proposed to con-
tinue the district post offices in Perth?
They were acaitered, he belidved, here
and there in nearly every ward of the city.

Tue Prexuer: There were not very
mpny.

Mr. LEAKE: Could the Minister tell
us whether they paidi  Of course they
could not be actually remunerative.

Tue Presier: The one at East Perth
was not remunerative, but the others were
all right.

Mi. LEAKE: Perhaps it might be an
advantage to shut up zome of the post

offices, or to let them as private resi-

dences.  They were all boom buildings.

Vote put and passed.

Audit, £5,496:

Mr. LEAKE: We were under » great
disadvantage, and it was this, that we
had not the Auditor General’s report at
the present moment. The report was
too cumhbrous, being over-burdened with
returns and formality. If the Audit Act
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was to be of any use to Parliament we
should have the report during the session.
What had the Auditor General told us up
to date! Nothing. We did have his re-
port last session, but that was because
the Houge sat into December.

Tre Premier: Every item of expendi-
ture was given.

M. LEAKE: Yes; but we did not
know till during the recess whether the
Auditor General had been able to put his
finger upon any blots ; and the Audit Act,
80 far as Parliamentary procedure was
concerned, was hardly worth the paper it
wag printed on.

Tur PrEmMiER: It was too near the end
of the financial year.

Mr. LEAEE: The present Govern-
ment would not, he supposed, carry out
alteratioms.

TeE PrEmigr: The Government would
not mind.

Mr. LHAKE: The Auditor General was
an excellent officer, no doubt, but Parlia-
ment ought to hear more of him during
the session. He knew the Auditor
General prided himself upon the fact that
he was o servant of Parliament and not a
mers ¢ivil servant. He hoped an en-
deavour would be made to arrange mat-
ters so that we might have the benefit of
this officer’s experience.

Mr. KENNY: No doubt the Auditor
General was a mosi estimable officer, and
deserved well of the country, but he (Mr.
Kenny) thought he was one of tbe few in
the service who were over worked. There
was 0o denying the fact that if this report
was to be of any benefit to us a5 all it
ought to be delivered while Parliament
was sitting.  For that to bLe done °t
would be necessary to afford the Auditor
General a little assistance. If the Gov-
ernment would take the matter into their
consideration during the recess and could
do anything to get the report laid on the
table of the House in future while Parlia-
ment was sitting, they would, he was sure,
do so.

Tue PrEmiEr: The only way he could
gee to do it was to change the financial
year. If the financial year ended on the
31st March it could be done ensily.

Vote put and passed.

Observatory, £3,009 4s—apreed to.
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The Anpual Estimates having been
completed, the resolutions passed in Com-
mittee of Supply were reported.

OFFICIAL RECEIVER IN BANKRUPICY,
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S RESOLUTION.
Message from the Legislative Council,
requesting concurrence in the following
resolution, was considered: —

Resolved, that the report of the Select Com-
mittes of both Houses of Parliament appointed
to inquire into the administration of the Bank-
ruptey Act, 1892, by the Senior Official Re-
ceiver (Mr. H. Wainscot), and the administra-
tion of the affairs of companies whereof he has
acted as liquidator, be adopted; and thut a
copy of the report and evidence be sent on
to the Crown Law Department, with instruc-
tions to take such steps in the matter before
the Bankruptey Court, or Criminal Court, or
before the Barristers' Board, as may be con-
sidered expedient or necessary.

IN COMMITTEE.

The PREMIER (Right Hon Sir J.
Forrest} moved that the Council’s resolu-
tion be agreed to.

(Juestion put and passed, without de-
_bate,

Resolution reported, report adopted,
and a message accordingly transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

GOLDFIELDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL’S AMEXDMENTS.

Schedule of four amendments made by
the Legislative Council was considered.

IN COMMITTEE.

Tme MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy} moved that the Council’s
amendments be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tue PREMIER moved that the House
at ite rising, do adjourn until the next
Tuesday (a public holiday intervening).

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at 11.3¢ p.m.
unti! the next Tuesday.

[COUNCIL]

Bankrupicy Bill.

“Fegrslative Council,
Tuesday, 25th October, 1898.

Papers presented—Bankruptev Act Amendment
Bill, clevical error—Motion: Federal Con-
vention Delegates, Mode of Election {nega-
tived}—Motion : Municipal Rating on Land
Value (negatived}—>letropelitan Water-
works Act Amendment Bill, first reading—
Police Act Amendment Bill, Legislative
Assembly’s  Amendment — Agricultural
Lands Purchase Act Amendment Bill, se-
cond reading, in Committee, third reading
—Coolgardie Mining Exhibition Bill, Re-
committal, reported—Metropolitan Water-
works Act Amendment Bill (No. 2}, all
stages—Land Bill. Legislative Council's
Amendments—Agricultural Lands Purchase
Act Amendment Bill, third reading—Min-
ing on Private Property Bill, Legislative
Council's Amendment—Adjournment.

Tre PRESIDENT tock the chair at

"4.,30 o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Coronian SeceaTary: Eastern
Goldfields Wage-earners, Return as or
dered. Agricultural Railways, light nac-
row gauge in Belgium, Report by the
Engineer-in-Chief.

Ordered to lie on the table.

BANKRUPTCY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
CLERICAL ERROR.

Thre PRESIDENT said he had beeun in-
formed by the Clerk that in the Bank-
ruptey Ast Amendment Bill there wazay-
parently a clerical error, clause 55 hLav-
ing been struck out, whereas, acsirding
to the Votes and Proceedings of the
Legislative Assembly, the infention was
to strike out clause 51,

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY = oved

. that a message be sent to the Leg'+lative

Assembly, informing them of the dis-
covery of what appeared to be a cierical
error, and desiring the assurance of the
Assembly that their intention was in ac-
cordance with the record of their Vetes
and Proceedings. :

Question put and passed, and & mee-
sage accordingly transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly.



